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A
n appealing array of home furnishings and art-
ful objects—featuring the mid-century modern 
motifs of clean lines, bright colors, organic and 

geometric shapes, bold patterns, mixed textures, and 
contrasting materials—are on display at sbmidmod, a 
new addition to the Funk Zone. Located on Anacapa 
Street next to the popular 
Mony’s Mexican restaurant, 
this eclectic retail space 
showcases the timeless 
appeal of the design style.

A self-described research 
geek with a degree in 
ancient history, owner 
Tracey Strobel has spent 
almost two decades col-
lecting, studying, restoring, 
and selling mid-century 
pieces. She got started 
hunting down furnishings 
for her own home. “Then 
it became a situation where 
I had one or two too many 
pieces and I thought I could 
maybe sell them … and it 
snowballed into a business 
rather rapidly after that … 
and 18 years later, ta-da,” 
she laughed.

Strobel began selling in 
the early days of eBay. “I’ve 
done the grunt work,” she 
said. “I worked estate sales, 
I’ve had spaces in antique 
malls—including a current 
space at the Antique Center Mall—and I’ve been 
incredibly grateful for those experiences because you 
learn a lot from the people around you. One of the 
things I love the most about this job is that you’re 
constantly learning.”

She finds her inventory everywhere, from online 
searches to estate sales to tips from her network of 
antique dealers. As to what excites her about the 
mid-century modern aesthetic, Strobel said, “I love 
the minimal lines. I love the simplicity, and honestly, 
I view all of these pieces as functional art. It’s a lamp, 
yes, it gives you light, but it’s beautiful to look at and it 

inspires an emotional reaction for me. I can’t explain 
it better than that.”

The research geek that she is, Strobel added, “There 
is also the component of knowing who the designers 
are and having the opportunity to research and learn 
about someone new.”

The other appeal 
of the era is the crafts-
manship. “It’s so 
well-made,” she said. 
“When you take care 
of these pieces, they 
will last for genera-
tions. It’s also impor-
tant to me—though 
it’s pretty simple and 
rather obvious—that 
antiquing and buying 
vintage/used furni-
ture helps the planet.”

As to the risk of 
opening up a new 
retail space during 
the uncertain days of 
a pandemic, Strobel 
said it was really a mat-
ter of stumbling onto a 
building that spoke to 
her. She was out on a 
bike ride in February 
when she spotted the 
“For Lease” sign in the 
window of a gutted 
building. “All I could 
see was the brick and 

the studs,” she said. She quickly made an appointment 
for a walk through. “It just landed with me,” she said.

Strobel signed a lease two weeks later.
The timing was good. “I was really ready to have a 

place where people could come in and shop, but also 
where I could research and do my work,” she said. 
“This is essentially my office that people can come and 
shop in.”

“It’s definitely an obsession,” she laughed. “You’ve 
got to have a passion for this in order to make it last 
a long time. It’s a lot of fun, but it’s also a lot of work.” 

n

sbmidmod  sbmidmod 
Brings Mid-Century Style to Santa Barbara

New Shop Opens in Funk Zone
by Leslie Dinaberg

FOREVER COLLECTING:  Tracey 
Strobel is a self-described research 
geek with a degree in ancient 
history.

T
he dawn of a champion sprinter occurred in the 
hours before sunrise last autumn. The Carpinteria 
High campus was closed because of the coronavirus 
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Vincent Rinaldi, hoping that 
there would be a track and field season in the spring, 

was determined to work out. Entering his senior year, he 
wanted to improve his times in the 100 and 200 meters.

“Mateo Handall [a junior 400 runner] and I got on the 
track at 5 a.m.,” Rinaldi said. “There were no distractions. It 
was train, train.”

He received workouts from John Larralde, a longtime 
Carpinteria coach, who was well-versed in the science of 
running fast.

“It’s been a four-year jour-
ney,” Larralde said of Rin-
aldi’s prep career. “He was 
frequently injured. We had to 

figure out how much training to load. It’s quality over quan-
tity. He runs intervals at full speed but does no jogging dur-
ing rest periods. Running slowly leads to poor mechanics.”

Rinaldi had shown promise as a sophomore, running the 
100 in 11.40 seconds and the 200 in 22.72. But he missed big 
meets like the 100th running of Carpinteria’s Russell Cup, 
and the pandemic wiped out all competitions the following 
year.

His training paid off on May 8 at this year’s Russell Cup. 
Rinaldi shattered a pair of school records while winning the 
100 in 10.87 and the 200 in 21.87. A week later, he pulled off 
another double victory in the Santa Barbara County Cham-
pionships. 

In the 100, he trailed four others at the midway point, 
including two football standouts  —  Darien Langley of St. 
Joseph and Sheldon Canley Jr. of Lompoc  —  who never got 
caught from behind in the open field. Rinaldi kept his form 
in the final 50 while the others decelerated, and he overtook 
them in the final strides.

“I like being a smaller guy and see these six-foot, 180-
pound guys wondering who this kid is in lane five, and them 
getting dusted,” said the 511, 155-pound Rinaldi.

Next up for the county’s fastest young human was this 
month’s CIF Division 4 Championships, bringing together 
many top prep athletes from Southern California. For the 
first time, the finals as well as the preliminary qualifying 
meet were held at Carpinteria Valley Memorial Stadium. 
It was a major undertaking, but Warrior head coach Van 
Latham and his crew were old hands at running an efficient 
meet.

Rinaldi blazed to new school records of 10.72 and 21.57 
in the 100 and 200 prelims. Also displaying elite speed was 
Rodrick Pleasant, a sophomore from Gardena Serra High. 
His prelim 100 was 10.65, while Oaks Christian freshman 
Chase Farrell also clocked 10.72.

In the June 12 finals, Rinaldi caught Farrell at the finish 
in 10.71, shaving another tick off his record, but Pleasant 
stormed out to win in 10.46.

Pleasant unleashed another spectacular sprint in the 200 
finals, clocking 21.02, the fastest time in the state and a new 
division record. “It was fun racing against him,” said Rinaldi, 
the runner-up at 21.58. “I knew he was going to be fast, but 
not this fast.” 

Pleasant was a cornerback on Serra’s football team, and 
after his track triumphs at Carpinteria, it was reported that 

he picked up offers from Oregon, Arizona, TCU, and several 
other colleges to join their 2023 football recruiting classes.

Rinaldi said he will continue sprinting next year at Chico 
State. He has one more prep meet. The top 40 performers in 
California this year have been invited to compete in a “State 
Championship” event June 25-26 in Arcadia. Just to make the 
finals  —  his best chance is in the 200  —  would be a crowning 
accomplishment for the Carpinteria comet.

In other Division 4 finals, Carpinteria senior Esai Vega 
placed second in the boys’ discus throw (1381), and Handall 
finished third in the 400 meters (52.02). Bishop Diego sopho-
more Clara McDonald claimed the girls’ shot put title with a 
heave of 362 ½, while Sue Luamanu, another Bishop 10th 
grader, placed fourth in the boys’ shot (457.75).

U.S. OLYMPIC TRIALS:  Vashti Cunningham, the daughter of 
former Santa Barbara High athlete Randall Cunningham, 
punched her ticket to Tokyo by winning the women’s high 
jump with a leap of 1.96 meters (65) in the track and field 
trials at Eugene, Ore-
gon. Coached by her 
father in Las Vegas, 
Vashti also competed 
in the 2016 Rio Olym-
pics.

The Santa Barbara 
Track Club, which 
trains at Westmont 
College, sent two ath-
letes to the trials. Tim 
Ehrhardt, a former 
Michigan State ath-
lete, placed 11th in the 
decathlon last week-
end. He scored big in 
the pole vault by clear-
ing 5.45 meters (1710 
½) but fell almost 
300 points short of his 
personal best with an 
overall score of 7,772.

Juanita Webster-
Freeman will take her shot at the women’s heptathlon this 
weekend (June 26-27). Hers is an inspirational story, as she 
was diagnosed with Asperger’s syndrome, a form of autism, 
at an early age. SBTC coach Josh Priester took her into the 
fold after she won the state community college title at Cer-
ritos College. Webster-Freeman scored her personal best of 
6,006 points this year but will have to top that to make the 
Olympic team.  n 

Sports

As the Foresters roared off to a 4-0 start, third baseman Andrew Kachel was in 
the thick of all the action. While Santa Barbara was piling up 69 runs, Kachel 
scored nine of them. He reached base on 16 of his first 19 at-bats, including 
11 walks. Add in five stolen bases, and the Fresno State star is our first 2021 
Foresters Player of the Week. 

Santa Barbara goes deep into California Collegiate League play with 
home games on Thursday, June 24, at 6 p.m.; Saturday, June 26, at 6 p.m.; and 
Sunday, June 27, at 2 p.m. See sbforesters.org for more information. Home 
games are at Pershing Park and tickets are available at the gate.  n

 FORESTERS PLAYER OF THE WEEK:   

ANDREW KACHEL

BY JOHN ZANT

The Carpinteria Comet
Vincent Rinaldi Claims Double Victory in County Championships

SUPER FAST:  In the CIF finals, Carpinteria sprinter Vincent Rinaldi (center) outran everybody but 200-meter record-setter Rodrick Pleasant,  
who wore Serra High’s Superman-style logo with distinction.

Juanita Webster-Freeman
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Introducing the
MICKEY FLACKS 

JOURNALISM FUND 
FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

A fund that directly supports the 
Santa Barbara Independent’s 
coverage of social justice and 

environmental issues.

In 2020, the Mickey Flacks Fund 
supported the in-depth coverage of 
the Lompoc Prison COVID Outbreak, 

the Force Files, a look into police 
use-of-force incidents, and many 

other issues.

To make a contribution visit 
sbcan.org/journalism_fund

To read articles supported by the 
Flacks Fund go to independent.com/

mickeyflacks

2030 Cliff Dr, Mesa
Daily 7am–10pm 
966-3863 

626 W. Micheltorena, SB
Daily 6am–10pm
962-4028

6527 Madrid Rd, IV
Daily 7am-11pm
770-3806

DAILY 
LUNCH
SPECIALS

$799

VOTED SANTA
BARBARA’S BEST
BURRITO 27 YEARS
IN A ROW!

Super CuCaS

BREAKFAST 
BURRITO 

EVERY DAY!
$639

High School Students Receive Free Soda w/ Lunch!

(Mon-Fri Only - Micheltorena & Mesa Locations)

Santa Barbara®

2018
Best 

of

Runner-UpRunner-Up

Micheltorena & Mesa Locations




