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A
“A PROJECT OF IMMEASURABLE

potential benefit to the young men and
women of this community is the one now
being organized as the Santa Barbara
Scholarship Foundation,” reported Santa
Barbara News-Press on June 14, 1962. 

Now, 46 years later, the Scholarship
Foundation of Santa Barbara (it was
renamed in 1993) has grown and thrived,
helping more than 23,000 students pursue
a college education. 

With college costs going up every
year—the University of California now
averages $24,000 per year and private col-
leges or universities can cost upwards
from $40,000 per year—there’s no doubt
that the Scholarship Foundation has been
incredibly valuable to the community, and
its services are needed now more than ever.

Started by a group of PTA parents,
teachers, school counselors and the
American Association of University
Women, the Scholarship Foundation gave
out nine $100 scholarships in 1963. 

“One of the driving forces in getting

the group started was Annette Slavin,
now deceased,” says executive director
Colette Hadley. “The Scholarship
Foundation’s first fundraising event was a
New Year’s Eve party at Annette’s house.”

The foundation was an all-volunteer
organization for 14 years, and its first
employee, Carolyn Ferguson, became
part-time executive director after being
involved as a volunteer. “Gail Towbes was
another volunteer and the first director
of development,” says Hadley. “She
talked about planned gifts and that sort
of thing long before anybody did that.
Now, 20 years later, some of those gifts
are starting to come to fruition.”

Along with bake sales and parties, the
1970s heralded a series of Los Angeles
Lakers basketball benefit games to raise
money for scholarships, while people like
Michael Towbes, Richard Welch and Jim
Black worked to bring a business-like
approach to the board. “Attorney Arthur
Gaudi brought us our first major gift
when a client of his left us a farm in Iowa.

It sold at that time for about $400,000,
which was a princely sum,” says Hadley.

In the 1980s, the foundation raised
money with “Wickets and Mallets,” an
elegant croquet tournament held at the
Klinger Estate in Hope Ranch, and the
first Concours d’Elegance classic car show
was held to benefit the foundation in
1992, bringing new donors and even more
attention to the organization. In that
decade, assets increased greatly and annu-
al awards went up fivefold to $2.1 million.

Each year, the scholarships have
increased. In 2008, the foundation, in part-
nership with Santa Barbara Foundation,
awarded $8.6 million in student aid and
helped more than 3,300 students attend
college. One of those awards went to
Stacey Lydon, who earned her undergrad-
uate degree at University of California
Los Angeles and is now in graduate
school at University of California San
Diego. “The scholarship from the founda-
tion has made a very positive impact on
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my professional progress,” says Lydon.
“With the scholarship, I was able to

take my dream internship with Network
for Africa and not have to worry about
juggling a demanding school schedule,
hours at an internship and time at a job,
which may pay the bills but not really
provide any career-enhancing experience.
I have been working with Network for
Africa for almost a year now and was able
to travel with them to Rwanda this past
summer. … I couldn't have done it with-
out the scholarship.”

According to director of development
Rebecca Anderson, 83 percent of
Scholarship Foundation recipients com-
plete their intended degree, compared to
the national average of 52 percent. “Having
that community foundation behind you is
incredibly motivating,” she says.

Support from the Scholarship
Foundation allowed Dr. Daniel Brennan to
come back to his hometown as a pediatri-
cian. “I feel so fortunate to be able to care
for the children in the very community in
which I was raised,” he says. “It is an
amazing privilege to care for the children
of my former classmates. It is even more
special that I am able to practice pediatrics
side by side with my own childhood pedi-
atrician, Dr. Ernest Kolendrianos.”

That kind of personal touch is evident
in the way the foundation does busi-
ness—every eligible student is personally
interviewed by either a board member or
a trained volunteer—and as Hadley
points out, these days it’s not just low-
income families but also middle-income
families that need assistance to afford col-
lege. “We do our best to make sure that
everyone who wants to go to college has
the opportunity to go.”

To find out more about Scholarship
Foundation of Santa Barbara, call (805)
687-6065 or visit www.sbscholarship.org.

—Leslie Dinaberg

March
SANTA BARBARA

MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

Mission Creek Gala—
Celebrating the Power of 10
March 6, cocktails at 6 p.m., 
dinner at 7 p.m.

Celebrate at the Museum of Natural History’s
10th annual gala with cocktails, food and
imaginative décor. The proceeds from this event
support the museum’s science program for chil-
dren. Fleischmann Auditorium, 2559 Puesta del
Sol Rd. For information, call (805) 682-4711
ext. 110 or visit www.sbnature.org.

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY

ASSOCIATION

OF SANTA BARBARA

Winter Wine Down
March 7, 1–4 p.m.

Barbecue and wine tasting—what could be bet-
ter? This unique event benefits the local MDA
chapter. VIP’s arrive at noon for special treats.
Roblar Winery, Santa Ynez. For tickets and infor-
mation, call Courtney Wick at (805) 560-7651.

SANTA BARBARA

CHANNELKEEPER

Blue Water Ball
March 16, 4–8 p.m.

A luau-themed evening is in store with food,
live music, and live and silent auctions to bene-
fit Channelkeeper’s efforts to keep our beaches,
creeks and channel clean and healthy. Winners
from Channelkeeper’s annual juried student art
show are on display. QAD Headquarters, 2111
Ortega Hill Rd. For information, call Lisa Meeker
at (805) 563-3377 ext. 4 or visit www.sbck.org.

UNITED BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS

OF SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

Auction Gala
March 21

A beautiful Hope Ranch estate is the setting for
United Boys and Girls Clubs’ 2nd annual gala.
The evening includes delicious appetizers, spe-
cialty cocktails, silent and live auctions, dinner
and dancing to King Bee. For information, call
(805) 962-2383 or visit www.boysgirls.org.

CHILD ABUSE LISTENING AND

MEDIATION (CALM)
Celebrity Authors Luncheon
March 21, book signing and
sales at 9:30 a.m., lunch at
noon, interviews at 1 p.m.

Book lovers flock to this annual event to hear
from authors Kristin Armstrong (Work in
Progress), Leonard Downie, Jr. (The Rules of the
Game), Larry Wilmore (I'd Rather We Got
Casinos) and Jacqueline Winspear (Among the
Mad). All proceeds benefit CALM’s vital efforts
in the treatment and prevention of child abuse.
Fess Parker’s DoubleTree Resort, 633 E. Cabrillo
Blvd. For information, call (805) 683-1550 or
visit www.calm4kids.org

SANTA BARBARA

MARITIME MUSEUM

Let’s Go Yachting!
March 21, 6–11 p.m.

This fun, casual dress gala begins with cocktails,
appetizers and a silent auction bidding on
prized cargo. Following a buffet dinner, dancing
and live music carry you into the night. This
year, the gala honors Santa Barbara Yacht
Club—the second oldest yacht club in
California. Santa Barbara Maritime Museum,
113 Harbor Way, Suite 190. For tickets and
information, call (805) 962-8404 ext. 100 or
visit www.sbmm.org.

SARAH HOUSE

Gala Performance of 
One Day: Sarah House
March 29

Inspired by Sarah House, the only “social
model” hospice in the country, renowned Los
Angeles playwright Doris Baizley’s original 
play outlines 24 hours in a residential care
home for low-income individuals, exploring
Greek archetypes and the essence of our
humanity in the process. Additional perform-
ances are March 28–April 5. Center Stage
Theater, 751 Paseo Nuevo. For tickets, call (805)
963-0408 or visit www.centerstagetheater.org.
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