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In taking a look at the latest news and trends related to edu-
cation in Santa Barbara County, it’s clear that there is an 
impressive breadth and depth of learning opportunities 

here in town. From the readers and writers workshop 
model to incorporating mindfulness practices, social-
emotional learning, Latin studies, highly experiential 
learning, and meshing digital design with fine art tradi-
tions, educators are working hard to develop strategies that 
work for the ways individual students learn best. 

This special section was developed by asking the issue’s 
sponsors to suggest story ideas based on people, projects, 

or trends that they’re excited about in their schools 
and organizations. From that list, we selected stories 
that represent a wide variety of learning experiences 
in Santa Barbara and produced the editorial content 
independently. 
We hope you enjoy it and learn something new about 

learning!
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Saint Therese Academy Provides a Latin Advantage
Latin may be a dead language, which is defined as “no longer the native language of any community,” but as 

far as scholars are concerned, it’s still vitally full of life.
“Studying Latin is an antidote to the frenzied pace of modern life,” explained Saint Therese Classical 

Academy teacher Andrew Edward Hauser. 
The school began its sixth year in Santa Barbara this fall, as part of a network of Catholic schools that have 

adopted a classical academic model. Part of that curriculum is that 
every student reads the classic works of Greece and Rome, studies 
the history of the church, and takes at least four years of Latin.

“With all of its declensions, conjugations, and grammatical rules 
to master, Latin is a language made for a methodical mind, and in 
turn it trains its students to be methodical,” said Hauser. “One must 

slow down to make progress in Latin. Every word has to be weighed, analyzed, and understood in the context of 
its usage. Studying Latin instills in students a deep reverence for language, a reverence that is being lost in a culture 
that runs on instant communication. A strong command of language is a skill that never goes out of fashion.”

With a documented correlation between studying Latin and higher SAT scores, college grade point averages, 
and even math-problem-solving abilities, many other local schools emphasize the importance of studying Latin. 
For example, at Laguna Blanca, 7th graders complete a job interview in Latin, and at Ojai’s Thacher School, an 
impressive 75 percent of the students who took the National Latin Exam received awards. Latin instruction is also 
offered at all of the secondary schools in the Santa Barbara Unified School District. 

We hardly need studies to confirm this, however. “Anyone who has studied the Latin language in good faith 
can speak to its effects on the mind,” said Hauser. “What is more mysterious and more remarkable about studying 
Latin is that it ingrains in those students … a confidence in discipline and a love of language.” 

See stclassical.com. 

Why There Is  
So Much Life Left in  
This Dead Language

S.B. Unified’s High School Showcase
Learn about the many different high school options within the Santa Barbara Unified School District. Explore academy, career technical 

 education, visual and performing arts, and other special programs available at Dos Pueblos, San Marcos, and Santa Barbara high schools.

Tue., Nov. 19, 5-7 p.m.; Earl Warren Showgrounds, 3400 Calle Real

Andrew Edward Hauser teaches Latin at St. Therese Classical Academy.



There have been many studies about technol-
ogy leading to feelings of isolation, insecu-
rity, and loneliness. We asked Dawa Tarchin 

Phillips, resident teacher of the Santa Barbara 
Bodhi Path Buddhist Center, for insight on deal-
ing with this digital conundrum. 

Why do these feelings emerge, and how do we over-
come them?  When we do use technology, often-
times we are isolating ourselves. Making an effort 
to connect with others, particularly around mean-
ingful endeavors, is one way one can combat that. 
Whether it is volunteering for an organization 
where we care about the cause, or joining groups 
with similar interests  —  anything that gets us away 
from the screen and gets us around something 
that we find valuable is one way where we not 
only combat isolation, but [also build a sense of 
confidence through] involvement  in something 
meaningful. … That also helps us with general 
insecurity, and doing it with others is something 
that helps us deal with loneliness.

What are some techniques we could use?  Practices 
such as mindfulness and self-compassion, which 
are proven to improve what is called positive affect, 
the general positivity of one’s thoughts and emo-
tions. They help with releasing hormones in the 
brain that actually make us feel good or make us 
feel better.

How can we help children prepare?  The more that we 
can explain to children and youth about how their 
brain works, how their nervous system works, 
and how their emotions are generated, the more 
children are able to pay attention to that and also 
to restore their own balance by just understanding 
themselves better.

Should we fear technology?   Technology is not going 
to go away, so we need to move out of this idea 
of perceiving technology just as a threat to our 
well-being and to be asking the question, How can 
we work with technology in a way that does not 
diminish the quality of our lives and actually helps 
us maintain or increase the quality of our lives?

See bodhipath.org.

Santa Barbara Buddhist 
Center Helps Combat Digital 
Isolation and Insecurity

    Bodhi Path Offers  
Enlightened View of Technology C
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Dawa Tarchin Phillips of Bodhi Path Buddhist Center



Today’s students live in a world where fear of violence and con-
cerns about mental health, anxiety, stress, depression, and feel-
ings of isolation are sadly an acknowledged part of their lives. 

But there are also several bright spots in this picture. 
For one thing, educators, parents, students, and employers increas-

ingly recognize the value of social-emotional learning (SEL) as a way 
to combat these challenges. Here in town, the nonprofit AHA!’s Peace 
Builders program works in Santa Barbara and Carpinteria schools “to 

help build a learn-
ing and doing com-
munity for young 
people who want to 
use their SEL skills to 
play a leadership role 

in improving the climate of their school campuses,” explains Melissa 
Lowenstein, AHA! programs director and facilitator. 

Ryan Sportel, the dean of student engagement at Goleta Valley 
Junior High, is a fan. “What is unique about AHA! that nobody else 
has is that they have figured out how to present and teach and practice 
the skills associated with social and emotional learning in a way that’s 
really incredibly engaging and fun and also makes sense as a human 
being,” he said. “It’s very relatable, and it’s very natural and organic.”

The curriculum trains participants to be great listeners, clear and 
courageous communicators, and allies who can confidently sup-
port others who are being bullied or who are otherwise struggling, 
explained Lowenstein. 

“We believe that students gain self-confidence on how to navigate 

through different points of views and 
being more accepting to all of the differ-
ent people we are surrounded with in our 
community,” said Nathan Mendoza, dean 
of students at Santa Barbara High.

Santa Barbara High teacher Mario 
Rodriguez praises the program’s diver-
sity. “Some students are recognized 
strong leaders, active in the direction of 
the peace circles and whole group con-
versations,” he said. “Other students are 
timid yet finding positive role models to 
fortify their own role within the organiza-
tion. Some students are very sure of their 
identities, confident in knowing who 
they are as adolescents within our school 
and community. Other students are in 
the process of finding themselves, feeling 
safe because they will not be judged in 
this setting but rather supported in their 
personal process. To be a part of AHA! 
is to be heard, celebrated, and uplifted.”

Explained Sportel, “It’s at least as valu-
able as any other course of study that we 
provide to our children.” 

 See ahasb.org. 

Nonprofit Makes  
Social-Emotional Learning  
Engaging and Fun
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AHA!’s Melissa Lowenstein talks to Santa Barbara High students. 

AHA!’s Peace Builders 
Put Social-Emotional Education First 



Mallory Price is part of a new breed of educators 
out there, one that’s not anchored to a classroom 
or a particular grade’s curriculum but rather 

to skilled listening, problem solving, and relationship 
building.

“My primary role is to support teachers,” said Price, 
who is in her third year as the literacy coach at Adams Ele-
mentary School. With some support from Santa Barbara 
Unified School District, she received her doctorate from 
Fielding Graduate University, which inspired her “to see 
beyond the walls of my own classroom, ultimately leading 
to the realization that I can have a greater impact if I step 
out of the classroom and expand my reach in a new role.” 

Price worked closely with former Adams principal 
Amy Alzina to become the district’s first literacy coach, 
and she was then then supported by the new principal, 
Kelly Fresch, who came from a school that had literacy 
coaches. “The stars were aligned for me,” said Price, 
“and she was the perfect principal for them to hire at 
that time!”

Price works with teachers in cycles and allows them 
to determine which areas they want their students to 
focus on. “If the teachers don’t trust you, it’s going to 
be hard to have them open the door and trust you,” she 
explained. 

Price grew up in Summerland, attending Summer-
land School, Crane School, and Santa Barbara High, and 
is the daughter of retired Cold Spring superintendent/
principal Tricia Price, also a Fielding grad. Education 
may be in her blood  —  her grandfather Jim Thorsell 
was a teacher at Washington School for about 30 years  
—  but she had zero interest in teaching when she was 
growing up. 

But after graduating from the University of Wash-

ington, Price started working as an instructional aide 
at Summerland School. “I just needed a job and wasn’t 
going to stay long, but it’s the classic story  —  I fell in love 
with teaching,” laughed Price, who then got her teach-
ing credential and master’s from Antioch University in 
Santa Barbara. 

Eight years ago, she became a kindergarten teacher 
at Adams. It wasn’t the grade she wanted, “but I just 
kept surprising myself. I ended up falling in love with 
kindergarten too, and I did that for five years at Adams.”

During that time, she also traveled to New York every 
summer for the Teachers College Reading and Writing 
Project at Columbia University. “It’s the best professional 
learning experience I’ve ever had; it’s transformational,” 
said Price. “It’s based on some research from some of 
the smartest literacy experts from around the world, 
and it really treats teachers like professionals. You feel 
like you’re with the best people who are really passionate 
about what they’re doing.”

Now she’s using that model here in Santa Barbara. 
“Kids learn and grow and fall in love with reading when 
they can choose their own books. I never really loved 
reading until I got to choose my own book and I chose 
to read Harry Potter for the first time,” said Price, who 
added that one of her favorite activities has been helping 
teachers set up their classroom libraries. “The district 
has been amazing and has purchased libraries for every 
single classroom.”

Thanks to Price’s success, the district now has lit-
eracy coaches at each elementary school: Barbara Con-
way (Washington/Franklin), Courtney-Firth Williams 
(Cleveland/Roosevelt), Sandy Robertson (SBCA), 
Amy Gates (McKinley/Monroe), and Lindsay Alker 
(Harding).

“I love it,” said Price of transitioning from traditional 
teacher to coach. “I don’t think I could ask for it to go 
any better with my colleagues. I wasn’t sure how it would 
go, but they’re so supportive, and I feel like all of them 
welcomed me and want me there.”

See fielding.edu. 

Adams Elementary School’s  
Literacy Coach Is  
New Breed of Educator

   Fielding Grad  
Mallory Price Leads for Literacy

SBCC  
Brings the World  
to the Kitchen
Aspiring chefs whirl around the industrial-size 

kitchen classroom in clean white threads, cook-
ing up a mouth-watering array of Northern Afri-

can and Moroccan dishes like Mtuzi Wa Samaki (fish 
in coconut curry), homemade merguez sausage, and 
Ghanaian chicken-and-peanut stew. 

This intricate dance of chopping, stirring, sautéing, 
and learning is conducted by Chef Charlie Fredericks, 
who is clearly delighted to be orchestrating the SBCC 

class called “Modern Food: Style, Design, Theory, and 
Production.” Students create dishes from a different coun-
try every week  —  and once the global-themed feast is 
complete, they all share a meal together. 

“It’s so much fun,” said Fredericks, a graduate of 
the prestigious Culinary Institute of America, who 
has worked at restaurants in San Francisco, the Carib-
bean, Europe, and Napa before returning home to open 
bouchon in Santa Barbara in 1998. “This is definitely my 
favorite time,” he said. “It’s pretty much a Disneyland 
class.” 

Indeed, it’s a small world after all, and the Culinary 
Arts students seem to be enjoying the ride. “I really enjoy 
learning about the different countries and their differ-
ent ways of cooking and different spices and how they 
have a connection to their culture,” said Claudia Garcia, 
a returning student who also has a son and a daughter 
enrolled at SBCC. 

The Chinese cooking lesson had a special resonance 
for Ava Engle, who grew up in Carpinteria and is attend-
ing the culinary school as part of the SBCC Promise 
Program, which provides the region’s high school gradu-
ates with the opportunity to attend for two years, free 
of charge. “I was actually adopted in China,” explained 
Engle, “and we made the Chinese food on my adoption 
day, just coincidentally, so that was great. I was kind of 
unfamiliar with the dishes we made, so it was fun to learn 
about them.”

Alejandro Hernandez, a 2019 graduate of the SBCC 
School of Extended Learning Bilingual GED Program, is 
another one of 19 students enrolled in the Promise who’s 
attending the School of Culinary Arts and Hotel Manage-
ment Program this semester. Hernandez has supported 
himself and his family by working full-time at a Viet-
namese restaurant for many years. He says the Promise  
—  which covers enrollment costs and all required fees, 
books, and supplies for two years  —  is a great opportu-
nity for him to bring a global perspective to combine 
with his family culinary roots from Guerrero, Mexico. 
“Hopefully, I’ll open my own restaurant in the future,” 
Hernandez said. 

“I’d love to work in a hotel and travel internationally,” 
said Miriam Martinez, another aspiring chef. “The Mod-
ern Foods is definitely my favorite class. I love the oppor-
tunity to taste  —  and cook  —  food from every country.”

See sbcc.edu/culinaryhotel. 

Free Tuition Program Covers  
School of Culinary Arts and  

Hotel Management
Mallory Price is the literacy coach for Adams Elementary School.



Unplugged yet 
Connected at  
Midland School 
With research compounding the negative effects 

of cell phones, schools are struggling to come 
up with policies, and some are beginning to 

institute smartphone bans. Meanwhile, at Midland 
School, an independent boarding high school in Los 
Olivos, the founding values make it a bit simpler for 
students to be both unplugged and connected. 

“Mobile technology is ubiquitous, and most of us, 
schools especially, never stopped to think through the 
potential consequences,” explained Head of School 
Christopher Barnes. “We do on an ongoing basis. This 

goes back to our founding values of simplicity and con-
sidering what we ‘need’ and what we ‘want’ in every 
decision. Introducing new technology to our campus is 
always viewed through this lens and gives us the oppor-
tunity to truly weigh the benefits and costs on our com-
munity and program.”

Students have Wi-Fi-accessible Chromebooks, but 
cell phones are not allowed, a policy that Hana Harvey, 
a senior and head prefect, finds just fine. “I do not miss 
having a cell phone at all,” she said. “I find that I am far 
less distracted without one, and I have learned so much 
about human interaction that I would not have been able 
to with a phone.” 

For example, if she’s upset with someone, she can’t 
just shoot a quick text to ask what’s wrong. Instead, she 
must talk to them directly. “Being here forces me to slow 
down and confront people face to face,” said Harvey. 
“When I am home for breaks or summer vacation, I am 
startled by how quickly I fall into the routine of relying 
on my phone for entertainment. When I am here, I feel 
like I have to work my brain to entertain myself instead 
of immediately pulling out my phone in moments of 
boredom.” 

Barnes said that Midland students frequently use 
technology, but that it comes with limits and expecta-
tions. “Can a student watch a movie in their free time? 
Absolutely,” he explained. “However, we do it as a group 
activity together, not alone hiding away behind a screen, 
furthering our commitment to face-to-face interactions 
and authentic community.”

The students are sometimes most adamant about 
the cell phone policies. “Our students support and help 
enforce our community expectations, including the time 
in my first year when I snuck a peek at my phone on 
election night in the dining hall and a student gently 
reminded me to take it outside,” said Barnes. “They very 
quickly realize what a positive impact it has on their 
social and academic lives.”

Harvey is very clear on what less cell phone use means 
for her. “I find that I am less distracted, more productive, 
and I can focus for longer periods of time,” she said. “Not 
having a phone means that I have a lot of extra time to 
focus on what matters to me.”

See midland-school.org.

As head of the Montessori Center School, Mela-
nie Jacobs believes that the Montessori method  
—  which nurtures students’ natural curiosity 

and gets them interested, engaged, and invested in 
their own education  —  is ideally suited to empower 
children to succeed in the evolving economy. She 
explains why for us below. 

How does the Montessori method’s creative learning strat-
egy apply to the way business is conducted today?  This 
model of collaboration, creativity, independence, and 
self-motivation lends itself well to the way business is 
conducted in today’s world. In many work environ-
ments, employees are asked to “think out of the box,” 
have strong executive functioning skills, and work 
effectively in a collaborative, ever-changing environ-
ment. Working in a Montessori classroom encourages 
strong time-management skills, focus and concen-
tration, self-regulation, organization, confidence, the 
sharing of ideas, and problem solving, which are all 
necessary skills to have in a modern workplace.  

How does science, technology, engineering, art, and math, 
also known as STEAM, relate to the Montessori method?  
While STEM and STEAM are the buzzwords used 
today to emphasize the importance of science, tech-
nology, engineering, art, and math, these concepts 
have been integral parts of the Montessori curricu-
lum for decades. The engineering aspect is supported 
beautifully through work with our sensorial materials, 
which includes geometry as well as representations of 
the decimal system that promote exploration, begin-

ning in our youngest classrooms. Some of these same 
materials are utilized in more advanced ways in our 
older environments, creating strong understanding 
and connectivity. 

I feel proud to be part of such an innovative method 
of teaching. 

I’ve heard that many prominent people were educated 
in the Montessori method. Can you name a few of them?  
Besides the cofounders of Google (Sergey Brin and 
Larry Page) and Amazon (Jeff Bezos), I would also add 
Katharine Graham (Pulitzer Prize–winning author and 
former owner and editor of the Washington Post), T. 
Berry Brazelton (pediatrician and author), Julia Child 
(author and chef whom I had the pleasure of meeting 
when she visited our school), Joshua Bell (Grammy 
Award–winning violinist), and many more. They have 
had significant and positive impacts on our world, 
effectively sharing their knowledge and gifts for the 
greater good.

See mcssb.org. 

Melanie Jacobs of  
Montessori Center School  

Explains Why Success  
Comes to Alumni

The Montessori Method’s  
 Many Success Stories 

Jeff Bezos Katherine Graham Berry Brazleton

Joshua Bell Julia Child

Ditching Cell Phones and 
Finding Community at  
Los Olivos Boarding School 
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Providence Launches  
Innovative Design Program
As digital design becomes a more and more prevalent part of our soci-

ety, Providence School is developing programs to help students interact 
with that burgeoning industry. This fall, the Christian college preparatory 

school’s faculty members James Daly and Maxwell Beers launched Providence 
Studio, which is equipping students to be competent and ethical content creators.

The response so far has been overwhelming, reported Daly and Beers. “Classes 
are full, and students are enthusiastic!” they wrote. “The Studio opens doors of 
opportunity and growth for students interested in a wide variety of fields, from 
photojournalism to filmmaking and graphic design.” 

The Providence Studio offer 
three academic tracks: Fine 
Arts, Digital Media, and a Fine 
Arts/Digital Media hybrid. The 
“Fine Arts” track is built upon 
the classical and academic 
models of art education. “I 
didn’t even realize the potential 

I had, or that I was that good at drawing, until Mr. Daly helped bring it out,” said 
sophomore Liza Coffin. “I am so excited to see how much more I will grow in my 
artistic expression with him teaching me through my time in the studio.”

The “Digital Media” track includes working with Photoshop and learning to 
ethically create and edit images in a world where image manipulation is prolific. 
“We’ve been talking about how to use our technology responsibly and carefully 
and still effectively,” said senior Cameron Bleeker. 

It also includes an introduction to the skills and techniques of contemporary 
photojournalism. “I get to write articles as well as do the artistic elements, so it’s 
really combining a bunch of different classes that I enjoy,” said senior Alena Zeni. 

There’s also an introduction to the film and video production process. “I want to 
be a film major, so I feel like I can use what I’m learning here in the studio to direct 
my choices and my career,” said senior Eric Smith.

Some of the “Hybrid” projects include: digital painting alongside classical paint-
ing; taking the techniques of drawing with pencil and applying them in the Adobe 
Illustrator application on a Wacom digital tablet; and starting with an 18th-century 
etching, students draw in pencil, then take creative liberties to paint, scan, trace in 
Illustrator, and make a vector-based design that can then be 3D printed.

“Ultimately, the goal for our students is to build a broad, foundational skill set 
that they can take into any vocation and across all fields,” explained the teachers. 
“The ability to translate abstract concepts to the canvas or screen is no easy task; 
however, it is essential, even expected, in both expressions of media. As a result, 
each track emphasizes skill-based methods tailored to equip students to move into 
whichever field students choose.” 

What excites them the most about the Providence Studio is that “the students 
who go through the program will become influencers, storytellers, and content 
creators with a strong desire for integrity and truth to guide the work they create.”

See providencesb.org.

Christian College Prep  
Prepares Students for  
Fine Art and Digital Careers

Providence School students mix art and technology in the Providence Studio. 



S.B. Middle School Brings Its Best to the Table
It’s not every middle school student that has the opportunity 

to experience lessons with pros from The Lark, Chocolate 
Maya, lobster fisherman James Voss, and Santa Barbara 

City College’s Culinary Arts teacher Charlie Fredericks. But 
then again, Santa Barbara Middle School is not just any school. 

Under the direction of Pierre (PA) Tremblay, SBMS alum 
and the former chef de cuisine at Julienne, the school’s already 
impressive culinary program is set to expand into an industrial 
teaching kitchen that will both prepare school meals and pro-
vide cooking classes to students. This new kitchen will also host 
summer camps and adult cooking classes and welcome other 
schools to come learn, all while partnering with community 
seafood and farm programs. 

“I am a little crazy about food, but behind this obsession is an 
even more profound desire to positively impact the community 

through educating and sharing the importance of cooking,” 
said Tremblay. “Food is nothing new to our species, and the 
way we’ve enjoyed it also hasn’t changed much. Most of the 
time, we sat around fires or tables in community to eat, and it is 
only recently that this has changed.” For Tremblay, that means 
there is a need to educate people about the importance of food 
beyond simply knowing our fruits and vegetables. He helps 
students understand “what food brings into our daily lives and 
our global cultures.” 

The campus gardens serve as a living classroom, where 
students learn about sustainable food production, pollinator 
habitats, native biodiversity, composting, and more. In addi-
tion, each student takes three extended school trips per year, 
which utilize a family meal system where teachers, students, 
and parent chaperones are organized into families that eat 
together and share thoughts about their day. “During the trips, 
we also bring students into the kitchen as ‘Cook Crew’ to help 
prepare the meal, practicing all skills important to the culinary 
arts,” said Tremblay. “Yes, that means cleaning too!” 

His plans include a cooking elective course that covers top-
ics such as sanitation and safety as well as baking, knife skills, 
butchery, preserving, the “Mother Sauces,” spherification, and 
much more. There are also “Life Skills” blocks that teach stu-
dents about nutrition and meal planning. An “Exploring Food 
in Santa Barbara” class includes visits to Fairview Gardens, 
truffle-making with Chocolate Maya, learning about coffee 
from the French Press, volunteering at the soup kitchen, and 
seeing how chefs from Loquita prepare for their best dishes.

Tremblay’s passion plays into the SBMS motto, which is 
“Because of us them, because of them us.” Said Tremblay, “I 
know the teaching kitchen is a unique opportunity at SBMS, 
which will encourage the youth of the school and beyond 
to step forward. I can’t help but feel an enormous amount of 
gratitude to do the work I do, and in turn I want to give back 
what I have been given.”

See sbms.org. 

Learn About the  
Holistic Approach to  
Food on This Campus

Here’s a recipe that Amy Love 
improved on the spot, impress-
ing Tremblay by noting that a 
little spice would really make the 
vinaigrette beautiful.

Ingredients:
    45g avocado
    20g Thai basil, de-stemmed
    30g shallot
    20g ginger
    15g jalapeño, de-seeded
    10g garlic
    400ml coconut cream
    100ml rice vinegar
    50ml white vinegar
    25ml mirin
    1 tsp salt
    1 tbsp sugar

Chop the ginger into small pieces 
and put all ingredients except the 
vinegars and mirin into the Vita-
mix. Blend on high and drizzle in 
the vinegar and mirin. 

by Amy Love and  
    PA Tremblay

Green Empress
Salad Dressing 
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Chef PA Tremblay (below) leads an innovative culinary program at Santa Barbara Middle School, which is in the midst of building a brand-new kitchen (above). 



The future of automotive technology is indeed female. 
With women accounting for just 27 percent of 

the U.S. auto manufacturing workforce (U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, 2018), and a skills-gap study forecast-
ing a shortfall that will leave approximately 2.4 million 
U.S. manufacturing jobs vacant through 2028 and beyond 
(Deloitte Insights, 2018), it’s an ideal time for young women 
to pursue this in-demand career field. 

On a recent visit to SBCC, instructor Brittanye Mus-
champ’s Engine Rebuilding class in a shockingly clean, 
newly renovated engine lab, clusters of students, male and 
female, inspected and cleaned engine blocks and measured 

cylinders and pistons. Muschamp worked in the automo-
tive service industry for many years before joining SBCC 
as the first full-time female faculty member in the depart-
ment. At this rate, she won’t be the last.

Jennifer Oseguera feels right at home with her arms 
elbow-deep in an engine. She’s wanted to be a race car 
driver since she was a little girl. “I had a race car team 
in high school, so I have some experience there,” she 
explained. “I got into auto body shop when I was in high 
school as well.” 

In addition to taking her second 
year of the automotive technology 
classes at SBCC, Oseguera also 
commutes to Cuesta College in San 
Luis Obispo for their auto body pro-
gram. “I would like to have my own 
auto body shop or technician shop 
at some point and do some racing 
and custom paints as well as restor-
ing classic cars,” she said.

“It’s very welcoming, especially 
being here as a girl now that we have 
a female automotive teacher,” said 
Oseguera of her SBCC experience. 
“The guys don’t shut me down, and 
they treat me like everybody else. 
I’m learning a lot and getting a lot 
more hands-on experience.”

Michelle Tepeque is a Santa Barbara High grad and one 
of 46 Automotive Technology participants in the SBCC 
Promise program, which provides hometown high school 
graduates free tuition for two years. She used to watch a 
lot of car restoration shows with her dad, but she never 
really thought about the automotive field as a career until 
recently. “Then a lot of my guy friends were doing it, and 
I thought, well, I’m kind of interested in seeing how it is,” 
she said. “So I gave it a try last semester and really loved it. 
Now, this semester, these are the only classes I’m taking.”

As for being one of the only females in class, Tepeque 
said it’s mostly accepting. “I didn’t feel like all eyes were on 

me, and most guys are pretty laid-back about it, like they 
don’t really care. There are some that do give you more 
shit than others  —  they’ll ask you questions and make you 
feel like you don’t fit in. But being in this industry, I know 
there’s going to be a lot of men that will try to put you down 
because you’re female, so it’s teaching me to have thicker 
skin and stand up for whatever I’m doing.” 

Overall, she’s had a great time. “I feel like I actually learn 
things more when I’m hands-on like this,” said Tepeque. 
“Mostly, I love it.” 

See sbcc.edu/automotive.

SBCC Auto Tech Gears Up for the Future 

Women Are Thriving in  
City College’s Automotive  
Technology Program

SBCC automotive instructor Britanye Muschamp helps a student learn new skills 
 in the engine lab. 



“Each day, I witness something astonishing  —  highly experiential learning that 
ignites curiosity and joy in our students,” writes Crane Country Day School 
headmaster Joel Weiss in his letter that welcomes families to the school. 

“It is called many things  —  learning by doing, experiential education, hands-on 
experiences  —  but it always actively engages the students in the learning process.”

Take Stephanie Bagish’s 4th-grade class, which focuses on using simulations to 
bring California history alive. The students take on the roles of historical figures, and 
their activities  —  from debating ethical dilemmas to cooking biscuits over a campfire  

—  teach them about the hardships and 
triumphs of life in early California. 

“Students work in collaborative 
groups to solve dilemmas, create 
blueprints, make food of the era, play 
games, and sing songs, all in order to 
gain a deeper and more realistic sense 
of California’s rich history,” explained 

Bagish. “By approaching history this way, it completely engages the students, encour-
ages their curiosity, and frames the past in a way that makes it relevant and real.”

Students were tasked with designing a hypothetical 22nd mission for California. 
“They had to identify a location in Alta California that would provide a sustainable 
environment, and each group had to design and draw architectural blueprints of their 
proposed mission,” said Bagish. 

They also delved into the fur trade. Students were grouped into “trapping parties” 
that looked at the economics, ecology, folk tales, and survival skills during these 
early days in American history. They took on the persona of mountain folk and read, 
cooked, calculated, dressed, wrote, sang, and hiked to really experience life during 
that time.

“One aspect of our studies involves presenting the children with a series of dire 
dilemmas that pose ethical and material conundrums which force their trapping 
party to debate possible choices and make decisions,” said Bagish. “They must con-
sider the pros and cons of their choices and then justify their decisions.” It’s hands-on 
fun, too: The students learned about food preservation and made their own batches 
of beef jerky.

Every teacher at Crane embraces experiential learning, as it is considered a core 
value of the school. Math, for instance, gets incorporated into gold rush history. 
“Students must calculate the expense of equipment they must purchase before set-
ting out to the goldfields of California,” said Bagish. “They must also do a cost-benefit 
analysis when selecting one of three routes that will get them from the East Coast to 
California in 1849.”

And it seems that the students simply learn more this way. “Studies have shown 
when students are physically engaged and allowed to construct, touch, taste, and see 
real objects and food, then lessons are more deeply internalized,” said Bagish, believ-
ing that experiential learning honors the strengths of each student. “Many former 
students have returned years later and shared vivid memories of being an active 
participant in our simulations.”

See craneschool.org.

Stephanie Bagish’s  
4th Graders Make  
California History  
Come Alive

The Joy of Experiential  
Learning at Crane School

Crane School students learn history by reenacting the past, from botanical observations and  
illustrations to panning for gold. 



When Zack Moore travels to Ghana this Novem-
ber, his second journey to the West African coast 
will take his educational voyage full circle. The 

Laguna Blanca STEM coordinator and science instructor 
began his teaching career in 1997 as a physics and science 
instructor for the Peace Corps in the village of Breman 
Asikuma. Now, thanks to winning one of the Fulbright 
Distinguished Awards in Teaching Short-Term (DAST), 
he’ll return to the same town to facilitate STEM integra-

tion in the Ghana-Lebanon Islamic School. He’s one of 
just 13 U.S. citizens who will travel abroad as part of the 
prestigious program in 2019.

Moore’s first journey to Ghana came after he gradu-
ated from the University of North Carolina with a degree 
in civil engineering. He had “a vague notion of going out 
and saving the world by joining the Peace Corps,” think-
ing he’d spend a few years in Ghana and return home to 
be an engineer. 

“When I did Peace Corps, I recognized the impact that 
you can have on others,” said Moore, who admitted that 
there is a self-serving aspect as well. “The amount of joy 

I had every day, where kids 
were excited to see me and 
wanted to hear what I had 
to say and interact in a way 
where I helped them grow 
and they helped me grow 
was so great.” 

He’s been teaching ever 
since, first at several high 
schools in San Francisco 
and then the American 
Nicaraguan School in 
Managua, Nicaragua. He 
joined Laguna Blanca in 
2007.

On his return to Breman 
Asikuma, Moore will bring 
his expertise in infusing 
STEM methodology into a 
traditional liberal arts education, particularly for young 
girls. But he’s also bringing his wife, Dr. Erin Moore (a 
physician at UCSB Student Health), and their two young 
sons, Riley, age 9, and Shane, age 5. 

“It’s just such a great opportunity,” said Moore, who 
hopes his kids will take classes at the school. “It would be 
great to have them see a very different experience from 
what they’re used to.”

For the STEM program at Laguna Blanca, Moore tries 
to “give kids tangible skills that they can apply to not just 

their STEM electives but also to problems around the 
world. We try to instill this design-thinking mindset into 
what we do … across all disciplines.”

He hopes to do the same during his short stay in Ghana. 
“A Fulbright program focusing on my field of expertise 
and passion  —  STEM integration for girls  —  seems seren-
dipitous,” he said. “It will give me an opportunity to come 
full circle.” 

See lagunablanca.org.

African Adventures for  
Laguna Blanca’s Zack Moore 

Science Teacher Returns  
to West African Coast for 
Educational Outreach

Laguna Blanca teacher Zack Moore shares his STEM lessons with students in both  
Santa Barbara and Ghana.
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Raising S.B.’s Next 
Generation of Teachers
It takes a village to raise a child and an even bigger village to raise a community to 

new heights. The PEAC Community Fellows for Education is an innovative new 
program that does just that. 
This unprecedented collaboration  —  which stands for “Program for Effective 

Access to College”  —  is between UCSB and the Santa Barbara Unified School District, 
with support from the James 
S. Bower Foundation, Hazen 
Family Foundation, and the 
Helen and Will Webster Foun-
dation. It kicked off this sum-
mer to fund teacher training at 
UCSB for four college gradu-
ates who, upon earning their teaching credentials, will receive an opportunity to teach 
in Santa Barbara public schools. 

First-generation college graduates Alejandrina and Maria Lorenzano, Evely 
Jimenez, and Monica Rojas have each received full funding to attend UCSB’s 
acclaimed Gevirtz Graduate School of Education, with scholarships in honor of 
beloved educator Jo Ann Caines.

This fellowship embodies the mission of the Gevirtz School, said Dean Jeffrey 
Milem. “It stresses the important role that education plays in helping to build a 
democratic society that is becoming increasingly diverse,” he explained. “Our teacher 
candidates commit to an intensive 12-month program, and with teaching placements 
during the day and graduate classes at night, there is no time for them to work, too.” 
That’s where the foundations step in to ensure these students “get a first-class educa-
tion without incurring large debt.”

The four young women are now finishing up their first placements. Alejandrina 
Lorenzano, for instance, has been working at Santa Barbara High School with Joe 
Velasco in an English class. “Things are going great. We have settled into the rhythm 
of things a bit,” she said. “Every day is different, and every day I learn more about my 
students, about learning, and about teaching. As I worked more and more within the 
class, I have come to realize that this is the work I want to be doing.” 

Alejandrina’s twin sister, Maria Lorenzano enioyed her time at Dos Pueblos 
working with teacher Kelly Savio. “She was really able to challenge me and push me 
out of my comfort zone when it comes to instructing a class for the first time,” said 
Lorenzano. “I am excited to see what each day will have in store for me while I am 
there. Sure, there are times when stress would set in; however, I have enjoyed every 
moment I have experienced so far.”

The twins bought their mother a “UCSB Mom” sweatshirt when they found out 
they were accepted into the program, which led to “a lot of happy tears.” They hope 
to serve the Santa Barbara community for as long as they can. “We are hoping to 
continue to get others interested in the PEAC Fellowship to help ensure it continues 
to help students who want to dedicate themselves to teaching,” they said. 

See education.ucsb.edu.

New Town-Gown  
Partnership Between  

UCSB and Public Schools

The inaugural class of UCSB-educated, SBUSD-employed teachers includes twin sisters  
Alejandrina and Maria Lorenzano. 


