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You wrote every single Best of Santa Barbara® entry
this year. (Thank you!) How’d it go? Did you survive
okay? Why start small when it’s so much better to “go
big or go home!” After almost two decades of writing for
just about every publication in Santa Barbara (including,
sadly, many that no longer exist), the ginormous Best Of
project was actually my very first story for the Independent. There were a LOT of moving parts to make the whole
thing come together, but the best part was how happy
every single person was to hear that they’d won the Best
Of honors. Giving people good news was about as close
as a journalist can hope to come to Oprah’s “you get a car,
and you get a car” moment!
What’s something new or unexpected you learned
from talking to all these local businesses? As someone
who still hangs out with my own family at many of same
restaurants I went to with my parents as a kid (Harry’s,
Pepe’s, Petrini’s), it was really quite heartwarming to see
how many longtime, local, family-owned businesses are still going strong in Santa Barbara.
Outside of the Independent, where can we read more of your work? I’m currently working on some
stories for the UCSB Current, 805 Living, and editing the new Santa Barbara Visitors Magazine (and a
bunch of stories for the Indy’s upcoming “Schools of Thought” section). I’ve also just begun a work of
fiction, a murder mystery set in Santa Barbara. I’ll keep you posted on that one!
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Readers’
Poll
Readers’ Poll

by LESLIE DINABERG photos by PAUL WELLMAN
illustrations by BEN CICCATI
Like most of my favorite people, Santa Barbara Independent readers are an opinionated, insightful, entertaining, and loyal crew. When it comes to voting on the best of the Best of Santa
Barbara®, the carefully considered favorites are an eclectic mix of nods to our historic, frequently
family-owned businesses, as well as kudos to some bright and shiny newcomers. Half the fun of
writing this story was seeing how summarily stoked the people that got the 2019 Best of Santa
Barbara® awards were to hear from us — even if they were getting the award for the zillionth
time! In a world that can feel overwhelmingly full of bad news, it’s awesome to be the bearer of
some good news for a change. There’s a lot to celebrate about life in Santa Barbara.
With more than 200 categories of “bests” to choose from, there are loads of great people and places
to discover or revisit. The wave of crowdsourcing is here to stay, and I can’t imagine a better crowd than
our readers to give advice about the best of our burg. Check out their picks in the categories of Sporting
Life, Looking Good, Eating, Drinking, Out & About, Romance, Little Creatures, Living Well, Housing, Driving and Media. And — not that you need an invitation — don’t forget to let us know what you think!

BEST FEST
The time has come to celebrate those who have been crowned
the Best of Santa Barbara®! Come to the Indy’s Best Fest tonight,
Thursday, October 17, 5:30-9 p.m., at the Carriage and Western
Art Museum of S.B. (129 Castillo St.). Enjoy sips and bites from
many of the winning restaurants, wineries, and breweries.
Get your tickets at independent.com/bestfest!
Continued

INDEPENDENT.COM

OCTOBER 17, 2019

THE INDEPENDENT

29

EATING
Thai
Restaurant 
Noodle Bar

of the friendly, genuine service, and we are very thankful to receive the award.”
Runner-Up: Whole Foods

Empty Bowl Gourmet
Noodle Bar

38 W. Victoria St., Ste. 109;
335-2426;
emptybowlnoodle.com
Since its 2014 debut in the Santa
Barbara Public Market, locals
have been lining up to fill their
bellies and their bowls at the
slurp-worthy Empty Bowl Gourmet Noodle Bar. It’s been a hit
from day one. Co-owner Emre
Balli recalled, “It was our very
first day, we had only four people
working, and we were running
like chickens with our heads
cut off. Service was over, and we
had to close at 6 p.m. because we
sold out everything. We did the
cleanup, then looked at each other
and started laughing hysterically.”
His favorite part of the job is “to
serve delicious food to a community
that I see as an extended family, and to
see our customers leaving Empty Bowl
smiling.”
Runner-Up (Thai Restaurant): TAP Thai
Runner-Up (Noodle Bar): Nikka Ramen

Ice Cream Shop

McConnell’s Fine Ice Creams
Two locations; mcconnells.com
Santa Barbara’s favorite ice cream makers have
been cranking out frozen deliciousness since
1949. Eva Ein, co-owner, chef, and head of R&D
responded to the Best of Santa Barbara® award.
“‘The best’ is a pretty subjective term, like, ‘What’s
better, chocolate or vanilla?’ But it’s wonderful to
be recognized for how hard we all work at McConnell’s and how committed we are to churning out
the finest products we can. We love Santa Barbara
— it’s our home and our history. It’s a huge thing
to be recognized in our hometown by the fans we
most care about.”
Runner-Up: Rori’s Artisanal Creamery

Health Food/
Nutrition Store
Lazy Acres Market

302 Meigs Rd.; 564-4410; lazyacres.com
“We pride ourselves on being a community-based
natural foods market that believes in putting the
customer first,” said Bryan Feil, store director at
Lazy Acres, which has been voted Santa Barbara’s
best health food/nutrition store year after year.
Feil and his team are responsible for the success
of the original Lazy Acres market. He said, “Being
authentic and providing the most innovative, fresh,
and exciting food and supplements available is
what we have been all about since 1991. Many of
our customers shop with us on the Mesa because

Corner
Store

Santa Cruz Market

BE ST
of

Santa Barbara

®

Two locations;
santacruzmarkets.com
“We know that independent grocery stores are
almost extinct, and we work
that much harder to show
our customers the personal
service and quality products
that only a locally owned
business can provide,” said
Santa Cruz Market owner
Tom Modugno. “We hope
when they come see what
we have and compare our
meat and produce prices
to the big chains, they’ll be
pleasantly surprised. Many
folks have, and they come back
to see us over and over again. In
fact, we’re on a first-name basis
with lots of our regular customers.
We try to keep that small-town feel,”
he said. “Being considered the best corner
store is an honor we don’t take lightly and will
only make us that much more committed to
satisfying our customers.”
Runner-Up: Cantwell’s Market & Deli

Produce Stand/
Greengrocer
Santa Barbara Certified
Farmers’ Market

Appetizers/Tapas
Milk & Honey

30 W. Anapamu St.; 275-4232;
milknhoneytapas.com
For those who like to graze on delicious bites of a variety
of flavors, the tapas topper Milk & Honey continues to fit
the bill to a tee, offering everything from a Peck of Pacific
Pickles to a plethora of sliders (try the luscious Lamburginis, made with lamb, golden raisins, pesto, and mint).
“The award is a beautiful reminder that we are still able to
remain relevant and appreciated over so many years in a
very challenging industry,” said chef/owner Alvaro Castellanos Rojas, who also concocts a mighty tasty cocktail
when he’s not running sister spot Alcazar Tapas Bar and
the new Glass House Cocktail Garden. “We’d like to send
out a very warm and sincere thank-you for the continued
support over the past 12 years!”
Runner-Up: Loquita

Multiple locations; 962-5354;
sbfarmersmarket.org
“We are very honored for the recognition.
We really appreciate the ongoing support
from the Santa Barbara community,” said
Sam Edelman, executive director of Santa
Barbara Certified Farmers’ Market. The first
market was held at the Santa Barbara Mission
in 1979 and was among one of the first 20
farmers’ markets in the State of California.
Today, there are six markets throughout the
county, six days a week. “The farmers’ market
is such an integral part of the complete Santa
Barbara experience, and it is our incredible community that makes it so special. We
offer a product unmatched to anything else
out there. This sort of direct access to food
sourced directly from those who grow it is
something truly special,” said Edelman.
Runner-Up: Tri-County Produce

Continued
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Frozen Yogurt Shop

ou
y
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T SANTA BARBARA
FOR VOTING US

BEST WEDDING
CAKE SHOP!

Yogurtland

Two locations; yogurt-land.com
It’s easy to go wild at Yogurtland. With dozens of flavors (birthday cupcake
batter, strawberry shortcake pop, and pomegranate lime sorbet are but
a few) and a delightful assortment of toppings to choose from, the possible combinations are endless. The staff urges guests to serve themselves
and think of their empty cups as empty canvases. It’s no wonder this cool,
creamy treat is our readers’ choice for best frozen yogurt shop for several
years running.
Runner-Up: Mission Street Ice Cream

Bakery

Renaud’s Patisserie & Bistro

Runner-Up: Jeannine’s

a dedicated gluten free bakery and café
of

Kristen Booth Photography

Multiple locations; renaudsbakery.com
“I love looking at our showcases in the morning when they are full and
untouched. It is amazingly beautiful,” said Renaud Gonthier, CEO and
pastry chef of Santa Barbara’s favorite bakery, which began here in 2008 and
now has six locations in Southern California. Luckily, our favorite pastry
chef loves bringing his tasty touch of Paris home to S.B. “Santa Barbara is a
great niche for us. Customers see the business and the humans behind it. It
takes a lot of labor to do what we do well. I also love the local vibe, and I am
a big outdoor fan.”

®

WINNER�

�

Place to Buy Bread
D’Angelo Bread

25 W. Gutierrez St.; 962-5466; dangelobread.com
“My favorite part of my job is that I get to do what I love, every day, and
with my family,” said Santa Barbara’s favorite bread maker and master
baker Dietmar Eilbacher of D’Angelo. “My absolute favorite time is actually Saturday mornings, when my kids — Syd, Jack, Lucas — and my wife,
Elli (yes, that’s her spicy chicken sandwich on the menu), are all working
at the bakery with me.” Customers are particularly enthusiastic about the
sourdough levain and kalamata olive sourdough these days, said Eilbacher,
adding a big thank-you to the people who voted for D’Angelo. “Knowing
that our customers enjoy what we create every day from scratch makes all
the difference!”
Runner-Up: Oat Bakery

Mexican Restaurant 
Burrito  Salsa
Los Agaves

Multiple locations; los-agaves.com
Considering how much good Mexican food there is in Santa Barbara, Los
Agaves’ quick assent to area-favorite status is pretty remarkable. Family
owned and operated, Carlos Luna opened his first location on Milpas Street
on Santa Barbara’s Eastside in 2008. Now with multiple locations around
town, there is always a line at each and every one. The key? Fresh ingredients and a menu peppered with a mix of old-standbys (like the Best of Santa
Barbara®–winning burritos) and inventive cuisine
such as the piping-hot, stone-bowled “land
and sea” molcajetes, Chile Poblano Campestre, and spicy Camarones à la Diabla.
Runner-Up (Mexican Restaurant, Salsa):
Los Arroyos

BES T
of

Runner-Up (Burrito): Super Cucas

WE SPECIALIZE IN CUSTOM
OCCASION AND WEDDING CAKES

BREAKFAST | LUNCH | COFFEE | DESSERT
Rachel Zmina, Wedding & Events Specialist
Events@LilacPatisserie.com
1017 State Street | Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara

®

805.845.7400 | @LilacPatisserie
LilacPatisserie.com/Wedding
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Doughnut Shop
Hook & Press

1131 State St.; 689-6820;
hookandpressdonuts.com
“Years ago, when Hook & Press was just a dream, I
would visualize sitting down to work at a table at my
own doughnut shop, sipping on a cappuccino that
I made, and watching as happy customers enjoyed
my creations. Now I get to do that every day,” said
John C. Burnett, who owns Hook & Press along with
Denisse Salinas. Popular flavors at the new area fave
include the Browned Butter and the POG (Passionfruit, Orange, Guava), said Burnett. “Being the best
means that you are willing to rise to the challenge
every day — even if that means getting up for work
when others are just going to bed — and refusing to
settle for mediocrity. It is a huge honor to be named
‘The Best’ in our first year, but there is still much to
be done as we aim to make Santa Barbara a doughnut destination.”
Runner-Up: Spudnuts Donuts

Continued

(now serving espresso)
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Cupcakery

Crushcakes & Café
Multiple locations; crushcakes.com
Perhaps the secret to crushing our honors year after year is that Crushcakes
cupcakes are made from scratch each morning using real butter, sifted harvest
flour, melted Belgian chocolate, and freshly pureed fruit. As their website
promises, “Nothing comes out of a box … that is until you get them home
and pop them into your mouth!!!” With outposts in Santa Barbara, Goleta,
and Carpinteria, owner Shannon Gaston and her team not only bake their
way into our hearts with cupcake flavor faves such as buttermilk crumb cake,
peanut butter cup, and lemon drop, but they also offer vegan and gluten-free
options and an assortment of pies and cakes, and they can even do keto and
sugar-free cakes on request.

THANK YOU

FOR SUPPORTING

LOCAL

AGRICULTURE!

Runner-Up: Enjoy Cupcakes

2019

BEST

Bagel Shop

Jack’s Bistro & Famous Bagels
Two locations; bagelnet.com
Bagging best bagel bragging rights since it opened in 1995, Jack’s Bistro &
Famous Bagels is the go-to spot for yeasty wheels of deliciousness in every
flavor imaginable — plain, onion, poppy, cinnamon, rye, everything, pumpernickel, bially, salt, sesame, garlic, power, whole wheat, egg, jalapeño, sun-dried
tomato, blueberry, cranberry, chocolate, cheese, cheese with onions, mushroom, and basil — as well as an assortment of cream cheese and pizza bagels.
With locations in Carpinteria and on Milpas Street, Jack’s also offers a full
menu of breakfast (served all day) and lunch items that are sure to delight.
Runner-Up: I.V. Bagel Café

Carpinteria Restaurant
Padaro Beach Grill

3765 Santa Claus Ln., Carpinteria; 566-9800; padarobeachgrill.com
“The funniest things happen almost daily at Padaro Beach Grill,” shared Will
Ransone, owner of Carpinteria’s best restaurant. “When little kids come up
to the counter without their parents and make up the wildest stories of why
they need another ‘Gummy Burger’ with their Kid’s Meal — the stories are
priceless, and we always relent.” He continued, “Carpinteria is a wonderful
community with an amazing quality of life. The ocean, beaches, islands,
mountains, and people are what make this area so desirable. I can’t think of a
better place to go to work every day. Our customers have such an incredible
appreciation for being part of our success, and that is very motivating and
gratifying for everyone involved. Santa Claus Lane also has other great restaurants, caterers, surf shops, home décor, and boutiques — it’s awesome.”
Runner-Up: The Palms

Montecito Restaurant
Los Arroyos

1280 Coast Village Rd.; 969-9059; losarroyos.net
“This award represents #MontecitoStrong and a sincere thank-you to everyone who came together and stood in solidarity. I am beyond grateful for
the support of my employees and our locals,” said Los Arroyos owner Tony
Arroyo of his win. One of the funniest things that’s ever happened? “It was a
busy evening, the reservation book was full, and I was standing
at the host stand when a customer walked up to
me asking if Tony was working because they
‘knew’ him, and if he was working, he would
have sat them right away,” shared Arroyo.
Funny, sure. But we also understand that
Los Arroyos’s fresh, craveable, homemade Mexican food is worth a little fib!

BES T
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Runner-Up: The Honor Bar

Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara

®

WINNER�
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Saturdays

DOWNTOWN SB
Santa Barbara & Cota St.
8:30am-1pm

Sundays

GOLETA
Camino Real Marketplace
Corner of Storke & Hollister
10am-2pm

Tuesdays

SB OLD TOWN
500 & 600 blocks of State St.
*4pm-7:30pm

Wednesdays

SOLVANG
Copenhagen & First St.
2:30-6pm

Thursdays

CARPINTERIA
800 Block of Linden Ave
3pm-6:30pm

Fridays
MONTECITO
1100-1200 Coast Village Rd.
8am-11:15am

Farmers Market
Santa Barbara Certified

®

Continued

(805) 962-5354 | SBFARMERSMARKET.ORG
OPEN RAIN OR SHINE

*Fall/Winter hours begin Tuesday, Nov.5
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Santa Ynez Valley
Restaurant
Industrial Eats

181 Industrial Wy., Buellton; 688-8807;
industrialeats.com
Foodies have been flocking to Buellton since Jeff and
Janet Olsson opened Industrial Eats in late 2013. It’s a
casual, order-at-the-butcher-counter-and-share-yourtable-if-it’s-crowded (and it’s always crowded) kind of
place where oysters, uni, and butter beans pair with salty
meats and clever pizza combos. One of Jeff ’s favorite
funny memories is of a Sunday afternoon, when “‘Every
Rose Has Its Thorn’ was blasting in the restaurant, which
was full. Pretty soon, the entire room was belting it out
in a perfect Poison singalong.” As to the future, he said
they’ll be “hopefully still growing. I really want an oyster
bar. And a soft-serve ice cream machine.”
Runner-Up: S.Y. Kitchen

Continued

Santa Barbara

®

Breakfast
Cajun Kitchen

Fresh Fish Market
Santa Barbara
Fish Market

117 Harbor Wy., Ste. A; 965-9564;
sbfish.com
About 30 yards from the ocean, in a humble corner of
the harbor, lies the Santa Barbara Fish Market, the only
area commercial fisherman’s direct outlet to the public
and Indy readers’ choice for best fresh fish. With a focus
on locally harvested seafood products, it’s been the prime
place for about 1,000 weekly customers — not to mention
nearly 100 restaurants in the tri-county area — to buy
fresh-off-the-boat seafood since it opened back in 2000.
Runner-Up: Kanaloa

Multiple locations; cajunkitchencafe.com
A comfort-food staple, owned by the Jimenez Family
since 1984, it’s no wonder that Cajun Kitchen has been
Indy readers’ pick for best breakfast over and over. “There
are many great businesses in Santa Barbara; we are honored to be amongst them year after year,” said operations
manager Jorge Peralta. “We appreciate our customers’
loyalty over the past 35 years. We have felt the love from
the local community over the years, which helps keep
us motivated. We work daily to improve with the hope
of being a breakfast staple in the community for years
to come.”
Runner-Up: Jeannine’s

Sunday Brunch

[See Drinking: Bloody Mary]

Continued
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THANK YOU FOR VOTING US

BEST NOODLE BAR
FOUR YEARS IN A ROW
& BEST THAI RESTAURANT

TWO YEARS IN A ROW!
805.335.2426 | EMPTYBOWLNOODLE.COM
SILAS FALLSTICH

�

38 W. VICTORIA #109
INSIDE THE SANTA BARBARA PUBLIC MARKET
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Goleta Restaurant
Beachside Bar Café

5905 Sandspit Rd.; 964-7881;
beachside-barcafe.com
Celebrating its 35th year in business, Beachside Bar
Café is hard to beat when it comes to its winning
combination of food, fun, atmosphere, and ambiance. To Goleta’s favorite beachfront spot, “being
the best means providing the community with
great food and great service to create lasting memories. There is a ton of history within our walls,
and being the best means honoring the past while
still cultivating a future,” said bar manager Kenny
Drake. “To be recognized by the community is an
honor. At the heart of every decision we make is
the question, ‘What’s best for the customer?’ We are
very thankful that our customers can appreciate the
hard work and love that is put into every Beachside
experience.”
Runner-Up: Kyle’s Kitchen

Continued
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Late-Night Eats

Best Bagels!
AND

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

The Blue Owl

5 W. Canon Perdido; 705-0991; theblueowlsb.com
Everyone’s favorite go-to after a night on the town, the Blue Owl’s Asianinspired dishes are equally tasty for lunch. Owners Julie and Matt Crivellaro
said their favorite part of the job is “making people happy and satisfied with
their experience at the restaurant. Being the best means being even, in terms
of being able to offer the same quality every day, in terms of food, service, and
environment. This award is rewarding to all the people working every day at
the Blue Owl … not without a snag, but we are doing the job!” As for the funniest things, “Being a late-night spot definitely helps seeing funny and weird
things, but shhhh — whatever happens at the Blue Owl during late night stays
there.”
Runner-Up: Dave’s Dogs Grill

Many Thanks to all of our loyal
of

Santa Barbara

®

customers! We always look
forward to serving each
and every one of you.

WINNER�

�

Salad Bar

Savoy Café & Deli

photo by: Larry Nimmes

24 W. Figueroa St.; 962-6611; savoycafe.weebly.com
With more than 40 healthy ingredients to choose from and an impressive
variety of hot and cold dishes that cater to the gluten-free, vegan, and vegetarian set, it’s no surprise that the salad bar at Savoy Café & Deli is our readers’
top pick year after year. Paul Shields, who owns the business with his wife,
Kathy Shields, said his favorite part of the job is, “interacting with employees
and customers. It feels like a big family most of the time.” He continued, “It’s
nice to be awarded ‘the best,’ but the most important thing for us is to do
our best in providing service.” In business for 14 years, Shields said, “Having
grown up here with Kathy, it’s special to be able to live and work in Santa Barbara, especially working with our sons. We are so grateful!”
Runner-Up: Whole Foods

Chinese Restaurant
China Pavilion

1202 Chapala St.; 560-6028;
china-pavilion.com
When locals crave standard chicken, beef, shrimp, and veggie dishes (orange
chicken and walnut shrimp are particularly popular), or the weekend dim
sum delights, China Pavilion is our readers’ go-to for Chinese food. “My
favorite part of the job is seeing absolute satisfaction from our guests,” said
Peter Chen, owner and executive chef of the perennial winner. “Our restaurant is here to stay for many more years to continue proving the finest Chinese
cuisine to our wonderful Santa Barbara community.”
Runner-Up: Mandarin Palace

French Restaurant
bouchon

9 W. Victoria St.; 730-1160;
bouchonsantabarbara.com
The culinary influence may be French, but for a menu that makes the most of
regional ingredients — with vegetables sourced from local farmers’ markets,
meat purchased from local ranchers, and a Wine Spectator Award of Excellence–winning all–Santa Barbara County wine list — our readers know that
bouchon is simply merveilleux. “I was fortunate enough to perceive early on
in my career that hospitality suited me to a tee and have
always loved the interaction with my clientele,” said
owner Mitchell Sjerven. “I get to meet so many
people from all walks of life and all sorts of
places, resulting in a unique perspective, I
feel, as every night is different.”
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Runner-Up: Stella Mare’s

Continued

Best Bagels Since 1996 • Beautiful Salads
Gourmet Sandwiches •Grand Parties
Hors D’oeuvres • Social & Corporate Catering
5050 Carpinteria Ave • Carpinteria • 805.566.1558
Bistro Dining 6:30am - 3pm • Weekends 7am - 3pm
53 S. Milpas St • Santa Barbara• 805.564.4331
Mon - Fri 6am - 4pm • Weekends 7am - 3pm
Catering 805.319.0155 • bagelnet.com
INDEPENDENT.COM

OCTOBER 17, 2019

THE INDEPENDENT

45

EATING
c otinued

BES T
of

Santa Barbara

®

Indian Restaurant
Flavor of India

3026 State St.; 682-6561; flavorofindia.net
A loyal customer base has kept Flavor of India on upper State
Street busy since 1991. The perennial winner serves North
Indian cuisine such as saag paneer, tandoori chicken, samosas,
curries, lentil-laden dishes, dal makhani, and raita. A good
choice for vegans and vegetarians, everything in this familyowned restaurant is made from scratch (even the cheese for
saag paneer). The popular lunch buffet is a great way to try
something new.
Runner-Up: Bibi Ji

Italian Restaurant
Ca’Dario

Multiple locations; cadario.net
“Being the best is what we aim for. Every day. It’s an honor to
be recognized that way for our efforts,” said Fernando Gomes,
GM of Ca’Dario Ristorante, which will soon open a Montecito
location. The trattoria remains an enduring favorite for delicious northern Italian food. “We work as a tight-knit unit, and
that is essential to our success.” Gomes shared this funny — and
romantic — memory: “People like to select this spot to ‘pop the
question.’ One guy was a little nervous on such an occasion and
dropped the ring, prompting all the nearby guests to aid in the
search. Eventually it was found, and the whole place erupted in
cheers and congratulations.” We guess she said, “Yes,” just like
Indy readers.
Runner-Up: Via Maestra 42

Isla Vista Restaurant
Freebirds World Burrito

879 Embarcadero del Norte, Isla Vista; 968-0123
When you’re really, really hungry, especially late at night, there’s nothing that
hits the spot more than a burrito with all of your favorite ingredients rolled
into the perfect package. Surely no one has managed to graduate from UCSB
in the past three decades without having eaten a time or two at Freebirds.
While the late-night hours of operation (11 a.m.-3 a.m. on weekends!) cater
to the lifestyles of college students, hungry folks from all walks of life flock to
this nest for made-to-order burritos the size of your arm. Founded in 1987 in
Isla Vista by Mark Orfalea (a cousin to Kinko’s founder Paul, we’re told), this
branch of the chain is still locally owned and charmingly unchanged from
the old days.

Seafood Restaurant 
Clam Chowder
Brophy Bros. Clam Bar & Restaurant

119 Harbor Wy.; 966-4418; brophybros.com
“Our favorite part of the job is delivering an experience that
leaves the customer and our team feeling happier than when they
arrived,” said John Bennett, operating partner of Brophy Bros.,
the always jam-packed harbor hot spot, which was our readers’
pick for best seafood restaurant and best clam chowder. It’s also
hard to resist the patio views of the Pacific, the mountains, and
the mariners unloading their catch of the day. “This award raises
the bar. It means we have to live up to the customer’s expectations,” said Bennett. “The locals are amazing. We really love this
community.”
Runner-Up: Lure Fish House

Runner-Up: Woodstock’s Pizza

Continued
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Arigato Sushi

1225 State St.; 965-6074; arigatosb.com
Arigato means “thank you” in Japanese, and Santa Barbarans have been
showering praise — and awards — on the popular sushi restaurant since it
opened back in the days before cell phones. The sushi menu features more
than 65 rolls and is a great mix of exotic and familiar. The cooked dishes
such as Grilled Garlic Arigato Beef and Miso Glazed Black Cod (for culinarily challenged friends) are also excellent. They don’t take reservations,
and there’s always a wait — but in the case of Arigato Sushi, it’s also always
worth waiting for!
Runner-Up: Sushi Teri

Vegetarian/Vegan Restaurant 
Veggie Burger
The Natural Café

BE S T
of
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WINNER �

�

®

Multiple locations; thenaturalcafe.com
“Being voted ‘best’ by our guests/your readers is extremely gratifying. It’s
always nice for our staff to be identified as outstanding in our field,” said
Natural Café Founder/Managing Partner Kelly Brown. “We try hard to create an environment that is more than just a job and a paycheck. Eating well
and taking care of yourself is a way of life and serving people to this end is
an honorable activity.” His favorite part of the job is “seeing guests we first
served 26 years ago … and hiring and working with the kids of kids who
worked for us over the years! They’ve been eating in the [restaurants] all
their lives, and it’s always interesting to see them discover what it takes to
serve our guests in the style they are used to.”
Runner-Up (Vegetarian/Vegan Restaurant): Mesa Verde
Runner-Up (Veggie Burger): Mesa Burger

T
S
E
B NNER

Sandwich

South Coast Deli
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Thank You

Santa Barbara!
Celebrating

©

Multiple locations; southcoastdeli.com
Serving up sandwiches since 1991, the South Coast Deli is a Best of Santa
Barbara® winner many times over, and deservedly so. With four locations
(two in Santa Barbara, one in Goleta, and one in Isla Vista), it’s easy to find
a favorite sammie or two. I’m a fan of the SCD Grilled Cheese
(cheddar and jack with their house-made garlic-Tabasco
mayo, house-roasted pasilla chile, tomato, and red
onion) and the Gobble Gobble (roasted turkey
breast with cranberry thyme cream cheese,
red onion, and radish sprouts on toasted
wheat). The salads are also good, with
a nice variety of options. Our only
complaint is it’s crowded during peak
lunch hours — but it’s good enough
to be worth the wait!
Runner-Up: Three Pickles

19

1969 ~ 20

Of Quality Pizza
goleta | Santa Barbara | Carpinteria

coming to Summerland soon!
Rustyspizza.com | 805-564-1111

Serving You the BEST Pizza Made with
the Highest QUALITY Ingredients Since 1969!
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Barbecue

Shalhoob’s Funk Zone Patio
220 Gray Ave.; 256-7353; shalhoob.com
It makes sense that Santa Barbara’s first family of meats and poultry should
be the ones behind the choice for best barbecue. “This award means a lot
to us. Evolving into this Funk Zone eatery has been a huge leap of faith.
Winning this award shows that our leap was not taken without a comforting embrace from the community to help pad our landing,” said owner LJ
Shalhoob. “We have a saying around here, ‘Quality is never sacrificed for
profit.’ With more than 45 years in business, we have become known for
high-quality food. I was literally born into the business of making people
happy through food.” Grandfather and Shalhoob Meat Co. Founder Jerry
Shalhoob still checks in every day and “dines here quite a bit, so if we start
to slip, we can be sure to hear it from him!”

®

SANTA BARBARA

for voting us

BEST

RESTAURANT/BAR
TO WATCH SPORTS

Runner-Up: Woody’s BBQ

Steak House
Lucky’s

1279 Coast Village Rd.; 565-7540; luckys-steakhouse.com
“We are totally honored and flattered,” shared Leonard Schwartz, general
manager and executive chef of Lucky’s. “Our favorite part of the job is
providing a comfortable venue for guests to enjoy a good meal,” he said.
His team cooks up top-notch steaks, chops, and seafood, as well as chicken
entrées, wonderful salads, and six different potato dishes. The adjacent bar
is also a favorite among locals. “Being ‘the best’ means worrying about the
many details that go into a good dining experience,” said Schwartz.
Runner-Up: Chuck’s of Hawaii

Burger

The Habit Burger Grill
Multiple locations; habitburger.com
The original Habit opened in Goleta in 1969 and is still going strong 50
years later. While the chain has gone nationwide, the S.B. stores are still
locally owned by the founding family. As for the long term, they “will
continue serving Santa Barbara just as we have for the past 50 years,” said
owner Brent Reichard. He added, “My favorite part of the business is
working with people who enjoy what they do. Being the best to us means
serving a product that considers price point combined with quality and
consistency. We are very grateful to everyone who voted for us. Our goal is
to be as loyal to our customers as they have been to us.”
Runner-Up: Mesa Burger

Breakfast Burrito
Super Cucas

Multiple locations; cucasrestaurant.com
In town since 1991 (the website says they were the very first taqueria
established in Santa Barbara), Super Cucas is known for their ginormous,
forearm-sized burritos. You won’t find canned beans or any other lessthan-fresh ingredients at Super Cucas, and their meat is well-seasoned and
superior to most. The Best of Santa Barbara®–winning breakfast burrito
(big enough for a high school water polo player to eat just one) includes 20
different offerings, with ingredients like eggs, chorizo, beef, cheese, potatoes, sausage, ham, carnitas, pastor, jalapeño, chicken, chile relleno, huevos
rancheros, beans, rice, salsa, guacamole, and more in every conceivable
combination.
Runner-Up: The Daily Grind
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The Taste of New Orleans
Since 1985

Stellar Service aka
BEST Restaurant Service for over 30 years!
Thanks Y’all
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Tacos

Lilly’s Taqueria
of

Two locations; lillystacos.com
“My favorite part of the job is the day-to-day interaction with people from
different parts of the world, ethnicities, and age groups. The feedback we
obtain from those doubters, after they’ve devoured three or four steamed
tacos, satisfies us,” said Jose Sepulveda, owner of Lilly’s Taqueria. There are
no Taco Tuesdays (they’re closed) at Lilly’s two locations, but every other
day of the week, people from all walks of life line up for a variety of tacos
that include the standard veggie, chicken, beef, and pork as well as the more
exotic beef head, cheek, eye, intestines, lip, and tongue. The funniest thing
that’s ever happened? “Definitely watching our close friend [record holder
for most tacos eaten] devour 26 tacos in one sitting,” said Sepulveda.

®

WINNER�

�

Runner-Up: Corazon Cocina

We dedicate all our wins to Errol Williams —
he touched everyone’s lives in very positive ways,
bringing joy & laughter wherever he went.
Thank you for your dedication. Cheers friend.

Let the good times roll!

Reserve Your Holiday Luncheons & Dinner Parties Today!!

8 E. Cota

805-963-5000

Palacegrill.com

Pizza

Rusty’s Pizza Parlor
Multiple locations; 564-1111; rustyspizza.com
“We know that there are so many fantastic places to eat in Santa Barbara, so
to be chosen as the best again is such an honor. It is a reflection of our managers’ and employees’ hard work to consistently make the highest-quality
pizza and give the best service,” said Rusty’s Pizza owners Carol Duncan
(CEO) and Tyler Duncan (president). The family opened Rusty’s Roast
Beef in Isla Vista in 1969 and soon converted the cuisine to Indy readers’
favorite pizza, becoming a treasured area institution along the way. “This
means the world to us, knowing that our community continues to love
our pizza and service.” And as for the future? “We are always looking for
better ways to serve our customers, so who knows, maybe pizza delivery by
drone?”
Runner-Up: Olio Pizzeria

Stellar Service
The Palace Grill

Thank you for
26 years!!

8 E. Cota St.; 963-5000; palacegrill.com
“Winning Stellar Service is rewarding as a stand-alone endorsement, but
even more so, for us, is that we’ve been acknowledged for our service over
30 times in our 34-year history,” said Michael DeRousse, who owns the Palace Grill with his wife, Sandy DeRousse. He added, “We look for and try to
hire people who have what we call a ‘hospitality soul,’ taking a genuine satisfaction in providing a memorable experience to a guest that goes beyond
or is at least equal to a financial paycheck. We have servers who have been
with us for most of our existence and whose children are now working for
us. We are in many ways a family, and we hope that’s how our guests feel
— like they’ve come home to family.”
Runner-Up: bouchon

Sidewalk Café/Patio
Shoreline Beach Café

801 Shoreline Dr.; 568-0064; shorelinebeachcafe.com
“Santa Barbara is such a perfect place for our business because of our climate and our patrons,” said General Manager Cameron Pyles. “Our unique
environment at Shoreline Café provides a one-of-a-kind dining experience
for our guests. We want everyone to be able to enjoy great food, creative
cocktails, all the while experiencing dining on the beach. Santa Barbara’s
mild climate helps us achieve that. Our patrons are truly what makes our
business successful.” To those who voted for them, Pyles would like to say,
“Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Our team at Shoreline strives
hard to create a lasting impression on every guest that passes through our
doors. It really is special for readers to choose us over anyone else.”
Runner-Up: Paradise Café

BEST Vegetarian/Vegan Restaurant
BEST Veggie Burger
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Chocolate
Company
See’s Candies

Two locations; sees.com
Perhaps it’s the free samples, the return of the
caramel apple scotchmallow, or the polar bear
paws. For the second year in a row, See’s Candies
has been Indy readers’ choice for best chocolate company. This venerable California biz was
founded in Los Angeles in 1921 by Charles See;
his wife, Florence See; and his mother, Mary See.
Now headquartered in San Francisco, See’s has
built itself into an empire of 200 stores across the
United States. Fun facts: See’s makes more than
26 million pounds of candy every year! And, if
you don’t like the free sample flavor they give you
in the La Cumbre Plaza and Paseo Nuevo stores,
smile politely and they’ll give you another one!
Runner-Up: Chocolate Maya

Continued
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Harry’s Plaza Café
3313 State St.; 687-2800; harryssb.com
“Thank you for letting us pour your favorite martini,” said Kevin many of whom have worked there for decades, said their favorite
Hebert, general manager of Harry’s Plaza Café, which is renowned part of the job is getting to know their regular guests. “One of the
for pouring some of the most generous drinks in town, including funniest things was when a few of our regulars dressed up like our
the award-winning martinis. Vodka martinis are by far the most waitress Renee Donati (winner of the Independent’s 2015 Foodie
popular these days, shared Hebert. “A lot of people do not know Award for Dedicated Service), who has been here for 39 years. That
that the original martini was made with gin.” The Harry’s team, was priceless.”
Runner-Up: The Good Lion
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EXPERIENCING ROSEN METHOD
A SOMATIC APPROACH TO SELF AWARENESS

A Two-Day Introductory Workshop in Santa Barbara
Saturday

October 26

&

Sunday

October 27

$270 Includes Friday Evening Lecture Demonstration
(Lecture demonstration only: $15)

FOR INFO. AND TO REGISTER, CONTACT MEG BUTLER

805.684.0356 · info@megbutler.com

Organic

CERTIFIED HAIR COLORIST

All Natural by NATULIQUE
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Cranial Sacred
Massage
30 min. for
$45.00

Schedule a Consultation with Yazmin
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• Long-lasting color,
improves scalp skin
• Hair feels and looks great!
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• No fumes or ammonia
• New hair re-growth

Carrera

805.570.6927

COUPLES

MARRIAGE

Therapeutic Coaching

The New Rules of Marriage Program
(Terry Real)
Are You In Pain About Your Marriage?
Is Your Marriage in Crisis?

WENDY ALLEN,

Ph.D, MFT
1207 De La Vina
Santa BarBara
805-962-2212
www.wendyphd.com
#MFC21158

From Marriage Tune-up to Last Chance
Intensive Therapy
Fast Paced, Down-to-Earth,
No Nonsence Work Promotes
Long-Lasting Change

I WILL HELP YOU.
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Tea Selection
Vices & Spices

Visit Lauren Erica at
“The Barber Shop”

3558 State St.; 687-7196; vicesandspices.net
The homey atmosphere of Vices & Spices makes one yearn for a simpler
time. This small San Roque neighborhood spot has been quietly brewing
teas and making coffee under the same family ownership since 1975. I
have fond childhood memories of using my allowance money to buy
peas and carrots and cinnamon gummy bears from the candy jars, but
most people come for the impressive collection of fine tea leaves, specialty
coffees, exotic spices, and botanicals. There’s also a great selection of gifts
from around the world.
Runner-Up: Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf

Specializing in traditional
men’s haircuts & shaves

For an appt please call
805-757-4240
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Happy Hour
Lure Fish House

3815 State St., Ste. G131; 618-1816; lurefishhouse.com
“Santa Barbara is not just a good place; it is a great place,” said Emily Wilmeth, spokesperson for Lure Fish House, Indy readers’ pick as the best place
for happy hour. The charbroiled oysters are a delightful butter and garlic
delivery system, and they pair well with wine and beer deals. Tacos, chowder, and a variety of small plates also have happy hour deals, making this a
popular spot for early diners. “This award is priceless to us. Santa Barbara is
such a wonderful community filled with fabulous restaurants, and to be recognized as the best by our guests is the greatest honor that we can achieve.
They are the reason we are in business.”
Runner-Up: Enterprise Fish Co.

Coffee House

Handlebar Coffee Roasters
Two locations; handlebarcoffee.com
With the aim of bringing a little bit of European café culture to Santa Barbara, former professional cyclists Aaron Olson and Kim Anderson opened
the first Handlebar Coffee Roasters on Canon Perdido Street in 2011. Locals
quickly made themselves at home at the friendly Presidio neighborhood
hangout. The couple opened a second, larger store on De la Vina Street last
year, moving the roastery to the new space and adding a small kitchen with
a beer and wine license to the mix.
Runner-Up: Dune Coffee Roasters

Lama Dog Tap Room + Bottle Shop

116 Santa Barbara St.; 880-3364; lamadog.com
With a revolving tap of 20 craft beers, plus another 350 varieties available
by the bottle, it’s no wonder that Lama Dog Tap Room + Bottle Shop has
been voted our readers’ favorite beer selection on tap for the past three
years. Santa Barbara’s favorite beer: Russian River’s Pliny the Elder. “Others
include beer from some hard-to-find breweries like Alvarado Street, Westvleteren, and Bottle Logic Brewing. The alcohol kombuchas are still killing
it!” said owner Pete Burnham, who named the favorite Funk Zone spot after
his Tibetan mastiff. “This is certainly a cliché,” he added, “but I have the best
staff in town, and it’s a delight to be able to work with such a great group of
competent and decent people every day.”

WINNER

Funk Zone Spot 
Beer Selection on Tap
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MARGARITA

Runner-Up (Beer Selection on Tap): Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co.

S.B. County Brewery
Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co.

Multiple locations; figmtnbrew.com
Santa Barbara County is great for business because “people here have great
taste and great palates,” said Jaime Dietenhofer, founder/CEO of Figueroa
Mountain Brewing Co. “They keep you on your toes and have high expectations, which keeps us focused and always trying to improve. It means the
world to have local support and having people recognize a family-owned
and independent craft brewery.” One of Dietenhofer’s funniest memories
is of launching the new Point Conception IPA at six locations in one day.
“Toasting patrons at each location with a pint or two — let’s just say we were
glad to have a designated driver, because I couldn’t feel my legs by the end
of it.”
Runner-Up: M.Special

Continued
Continued
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BARBARA

Runner-Up: (Funk Zone Spot): The Lark
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Valley Tasting Room
Carhartt Vineyard

2939 Grand Ave., Los Olivos; 693-5100; carharttvineyard.com
“My parents started this business by either doing every job or, at the very least, heavily overseeing it. To this day, we still have at least one hand in all aspects of the company, and although an intimate family business can be problematic at times, more
often than not, we prove our crazy dynamics can work,” said Carhartt Vineyard’s
Chase Carhartt, who describes his job title as “co-winemaker, farmer’s assistant,
ranch hand, pig farmer, sheep herder, tasting-room associate, creative director,
glorified dishwasher, tour guide, cellar hand, trash man, and assistant to Mike and
Brooke [his parents].” His favorite part of the gig? “The opportunity to sustainably
farm our own land, and create something by hand that brings joy to others’ lives.”
Runner-Up: Folded Hills

Urban Tasting Room 
S.B. County Winery

Thanks for voting us

BEST

SMOOTHIE BAR
& JUICERY!

Grassini Family Vineyards

24 El Paseo; 897-3366; grassinifamilyvineyards.com
“Being voted the Best S.B. County Winery as well as the Best Urban Tasting Room
two years running cements our reputation for making and selling outstanding
wines,” said CEO Katie Grassini. “This is a fantastic ‘tip of the cap’ to our vineyard
crew, our winemaker, and his team, as well to the incredibly knowledgeable, friendly
sales staff in our tasting room. Our family is so thrilled and honored to have all of
their hard work recognized again this year!” She added, “Winning these awards
again this year allows us to continue to spread the word about the incredibly highquality wines being produced in Santa Barbara and continue to encourage people
to visit Santa Barbara wine country. We’re constantly impressed by the wines being
produced by so many great vintners in Santa Barbara County, and we’re thrilled to
have the opportunity to introduce more people to S.B. County’s amazing food and
wine scene!”

We Proudly
Support
Our Community
2019 - 2020 Winter

Runner-Up (Urban Tasting Room): Municipal Winemakers
Runner-Up (S.B. County Winery): Sunstone Winery

Restaurant Wine List
Wine Cask

813 Anacapa St.; 966-9463; winecask.com
“Being the best means offering great value at every price point and offering selections that differ from the run of the mill,” said Nuri Monahan, beverage director
at Wine Cask, which offers an expansive cellar paired with seasonal Californiainspired cuisine and a beautiful, historic El Paseo locale. “We hope that winning
this award demonstrates our continued commitment to providing excellent wine
choices for our community. Over the next 5 to 10 years, we hope to grow and
expand our list to continue strongly representing our local producers, while continuing to expand our offerings from around the rest of California, the U.S., and the
world!”

Registration ends November 1st

Eligible Grades 1st - 8th
Separate Boys and Girls Divisions
Games Begin December 2019

Runner-Up: bouchon

Neighborhood Bar
The Pickle Room

126 E. Canon Perdido St.; 965-3445; threepickles.com
Open since 1947 as Jimmy’s Oriental Gardens in the historic Presidio Neighborhood,
after a six-year hiatus, our readers’ favorite bar reopened as the Pickle Room in 2013.
The funniest thing, shared Willy Gilbert, bartender since 1984: “The first time I met
Bob Lovejoy [the deceased Pickle Room owner] was at Jimmy’s.
The rest of his softball team had left, unbeknownst to him,
sticking him with a rather sizeable tab. He had no money
and wanted to borrow 20 bucks for a cab. He returned
the next day, and we became lifelong friends.” Current
owner Clay Lovejoy added, “I want to dedicate this to
my dad — Bob Lovejoy — who didn’t get the chance
to enjoy this award in his lifetime but would have
been so overjoyed by this honor.”

BEST
of

Santa Barbara

Runner-Up: Uptown Lounge
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With 17 locations on the south coast,
it’s easy to find a Blenders near you!
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S.B. Wine Tour
Company

Santa Barbara Wine Country Tours
34 E. Haley St.; 965-1414;
winetours-santabarbara.com
“We’re really proud of our growth in wine country as a
premier option for Santa Ynez Valley wine-tasting tours.
We are an all-inclusive provider; from the moment we
pick up our guests to dropping them off, we take care
of all the details so they can kick back and taste some
of the best wines in the valley,” said Michael Cohen,
owner of Santa Barbara Wine Country Tours. “Being
the best also means our guides are top-notch — the
amount of detail and knowledge they add to our wine
tours is impeccable.” His favorite part of the job? “No
two wine tours are the same, and that’s what makes the
job so much fun.”
Runner-Up: Sustainable Wine Tours

Wine Shop
Savoy Wines

18 W. Anapamu St.; 962-5353;
savoywinessb.weebly.com
Stomping out wine snobbery a bottle at a time, being
voted the best means “being the most welcoming, honest, reliable, chillingly air-conditioned, and helpful place
to seek out wine, from $7 to $700,” said Bob Wesley,
manager of Savoy Wines. In addition to sharing the
abundance of excellent producers and wines in our
backyard, meeting visitors from all over the world who
love Santa Barbara, and enjoying the friendship of loads
of local customers, Wesley enjoys “Seeing the puzzled
look on customers’ faces when they realize that we have
four staircases in a one-story building. It’s our own Winchester Mystery House motif.”
Runner-Up: Liquor & Wine Grotto

BEST
of

Wine Bar

S.B. Wine Therapy
732 State St.; 637-7492;
santabarbarawinetherapy.com
There’s sure to be lots of laughter when therapy is in
session at S.B. Wine Therapy, our readers’ pick for best
wine bar. Between the lovely dog-friendly patio, local
beer and wine, and shelves and shelves of board games,
everything about this place sings, “Pull up a chair and
enjoy yourself.” “It’s an honor to be recognized for the
hard work everyone’s put in to get us where we are.
We love Santa Barbara and want to continue to be a
place Santa Barbara loves as well,” said General Manager
Byron Bryan, whose favorite part of the job is “working
with the staff and being around our regulars.”
Runner-Up: Satellite

Santa Barbara

®

Restaurant
with a View 
Sunday Brunch 
Bloody Mary

Boathouse at Hendry’s Beach
2981 Cliff Dr.; 898-2628; boathousesb.com
The space — right on the beach, with clean, oceaninspired décor; a glassed-in patio; and magnificent,
up-close sparkling views of the Pacific from both inside
and out — is lovely enough that the Boathouse would
probably be packed no matter what the food tasted
like. Lucky for us, the fresh seafood selections, excellent
cocktails (including the readers’ fave Bloody Mary),
and brunch delights such as the smoked salmon eggs
Benedict and huevos Hope Ranch, are all top notch.
Come for the view; stay for the food.
Runner-Up (Restaurant with a View):
The Dining Room at Belmond El Encanto

Margarita
Santo Mezcal

119 State St.; 883-3593; santomezcalsb.com
The impressive selection of margaritas at Santo Mezcal
— all of which are available with a choice of mezcal or
tequila and come in regular or XL sizes — have earned
Best of Santa Barbara® bragging rights for the second
year in a row. “It’s an amazing feeling to know my efforts
and my team’s efforts have paid off with the satisfaction
of my clients, our number-one goal,” said owner Carlos
F. Luna, whose favorite part of his job is “being around
people and giving them one of the best things that we
have in Mexico: our food.” And your drinks, we might
add. Cheers!
Runner-Up: Carlitos Café y Cantina

Place for Craft
Cocktails

Runner-Up (Sunday Brunch): Scarlett Begonia
Runner-Up (Bloody Mary): Brophy Bros.

Stiffest Drinks
Joe’s Café

536 State St.; 966-4638; joescafesb.com
A Santa Barbara icon known for its generous pours and
raucous atmosphere since 1928, Joe’s Café is once again
readers’ pick for stiffest drinks. Whatever your cocktail
of choice, Joe’s bartenders are sure to make a version
that’s 80 percent booze with a splash of mixer, which
explains the three-deep crowds that swarm the bar every
evening. A comfortable spot for locals from every part
of the social strata, Joe’s food is also shockingly good
— try the fall-off-the-bone BBQ baby back ribs — and
provides a hearty base for all of that alcohol.
Runner-Up: Harry’s Plaza Café

The Good Lion

1212 State St.; 845-8754; goodlioncocktails.com
“Being the best means that our beloved community
is recognizing our efforts to provide them with a fun
and hospitable experience with craft cocktails. We’re
humbled and honored to get this recognition,” said
The Good Lion’s husband-wife owner team Brandon
Ristaino and Misty Orman. “We find that Santa Barbara
is adventurous with their cocktail/spirit choices, and our
guests really enjoy trying new flavors and cocktails.”
As for funny memories: One of the bartenders used
to sketch hilarious images of his fellow bartender,
nicknamed Spyder, as a spider making cocktails
and doing bar tasks. “During a boozy staff appre
appreciation party, we joked that the artist should get
a tattoo of one of his Spyder sketches. Very
late that night, after we’d gone to bed, we
received a text with a pic of the tattoo. That
glorious madman did it!”
Runner-Up: Test Pilot

Juicery  Smoothie Bar
Blenders in the Grass

Multiple locations; drinkblenders.com
Smoothies and juice bars were far from ubiquitous
when Blenders in the Grass first opened its doors in Isla
Vista in 1995. One of the funniest things happened that
year, shared owner Keric Brown, “when an employee
turned on a blender without a lid, and their face and
our store interior got a new color scheme.” Brown, who
cofounded Blenders with two longtime friends, Scott
Webber and Art Tracewell, said his favorite part of the
job is “serving S.B. a quick, healthy blender on a hot day.”
Our town’s most popular concoctions are the Peanut
Butter Blender and the Acai Energy Blender, Brown
added. In the next decade, he wants the business to be
“exactly where it is right now, serving Blenders to S.B.
and Ventura counties.”
Runner-Up (Juicery): Juice Ranch
Runner-Up (Smoothie Bar): Backyard Bowls
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Museum

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History
2559 Puesta del Sol; 682-4711; sbnature.org
“As the oldest museum in Santa Barbara, we’ve been a community treasure for a long time, but some of our spaces were getting a bit outdated,”
said Luke J. Swetland, president and CEO. “As part of our Centennial Campaign in 2016, we fundraised over $21 million for extensive renovations to improve accessibility, energy efficiency, update our beloved mammal and bird halls and museum backyard, build a permanent butterfly
pavilion, and create our new Santa Barbara Gallery focused on the region’s climate and biodiversity. Being back on top of the public’s mind and
in the community’s heart is a true honor.”
Runner-Up: MOXI, The Wolf Museum of Exploration + Innovation

Dance Club  College Night

Place to Hear Live Music

15 W. Ortega St.; 962-7970; wildcatlounge.com
This quirky kitty is a perennial favorite with revelers of all ages. When the dancing spirit
moves you, there is no better place in town to find your own beat than the Wildcat.
“This award means a lot to our business. We don’t lobby for it at all; I think that makes
it even more special,” said Bob Stout, who owns the business with his wife, Dawn Stout.
As for funny stories, “I’d have to go with an April Fool’s trick our 64 bar manager,
Shaun, played on our bookkeeper, who was upstairs working away. Shaun somehow
fit himself into an empty, unplugged ice machine and called the bookkeeper, asking
him to check on the ice machine. We should post the video shot from inside the ice
bin. It’s pretty funny.”

1122 N. Milpas St; 962-7411; sbbowl.com
A killer spot to hear big-name talent in an intimate setting, it’s no wonder that Santa
Barbara Bowl is our readers’ choice for best place to hear live music, year after year. “The
Bowl is the community — and is what it is today because of Santa Barbarans and their
support throughout the years,” said Rick Boller, executive director of Santa Barbara
Bowl Foundation. “We are thankful for our loyal supporters and remain committed to
bringing unique and memorable music experiences to everyone. The vote is not only
for the music, the setting, and the vibe, but it also recognizes the volunteers, contractors,
and employees who make it all happen — and share the love and passion for the Bowl
with Santa Barbarans.”

Runner-Up (Dance Club): SOhO Restaurant & Music Club

Runner-Up: SOhO Restaurant & Music Club

Wildcat Lounge

Santa Barbara Bowl

Runner-Up (College Night): Baja Sharkeez
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Beach  Place to Watch
the Sunset  Dog Park
Hendry’s Beach (Arroyo Burro Beach)

2981 Cliff Dr.; countyofsb.org/parks/day-use/arroyoburro-beach.sbc

Gallery

Sullivan Goss, An American Gallery
11 E. Anapamu St.; 730-1460; sullivangoss.com
“Getting this award helps us know that our efforts are
resonating with people and that they enjoy their experience here,” said Nathan Vonk, owner of Sullivan Goss,
An American Gallery, which has an inventory of more
than 3,000 paintings, watercolors, drawings, prints, and
sculptures, including beloved local artists such as Hank
Pitcher, Phoebe Brunner, Meredith Brooks Abbott, and
Lockwood de Forest, among others. Vonk’s favorite part
of having an art gallery in Santa Barbara is “Having such
a wonderful, tight-knit community of art lovers that support our program,” and being called the best “means that
we’re doing something that our audience appreciates, and
that means the world to us.”
Runner-Up: 10 West

You can tell someone’s a long, long, longtime resident
when they call Hendry’s Beach “The Pit,” a 1970s-era
nickname for what is now the home to upscale amenities
such as the Boathouse Restaurant and a parking-lot dog
washing station. “When we were teenage surf kids, we had
a phrase, ‘All roads lead to the pit,’ which we thought was
very clever in our own little arrogance-of-youth way. But
it turns out we were kinda right,” said Spencer Barnitz,
a k a Spencer the Gardener, whose sun-kissed, Latintinged, genre-defying surf mariachi pop tunes are often
fueled by those youthful, sandy adventures. All roads
do indeed lead to the pit — including Indy readers’ votes
for Best Beach, Best Place to Watch the Sunset, and Best
Dog Park. Best of all, the waves are still crashing and the
parking is still free.
Runner-Up (Beach, Place to Watch the Sunset): Butterfly
Beach
Runner-Up (Dog Park): Douglas Family Preserve

Dance Studio 
Dance Company

Santa Barbara Dance Arts

531 E. Cota St.; 966-5299; sbdancearts.com
“Santa Barbara is different than other communities, specifically for dance. There is a value in balance for our kids,
and I love that our families support our fair process that
goes against the ‘everyone gets a trophy’ mentality,” said
Alana Tillim, director/owner of Santa Barbara Dance
Arts. “I also love that I get to help support the next generation of leaders through the arts. We are truly more than a
dance studio, and the fact that we get to be a child or teen’s
‘special place’ where they find belonging makes my job
the best one in the world. After 22 years, I have alumnae
doing incredible things, and they are always grateful for
the skills they learned at Dance Arts.”
Runner-Up (Dance Studio): Santa Barbara Festival Ballet
Runner-Up (Dance Company): State Street Ballet
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Theater Company
Ensemble Theatre Company

33 W. Victoria St.; 965-5400; ensembletheatre.com
Audiences love the high-quality, adventurous programming presented by Ensemble Theatre Company, now
in its 41st season and seventh year at the New Vic in
downtown Santa Barbara. “The entire staff and board are
dedicated, passionate, and tireless in their pursuit to create quality theater. This award is a gratifying testament
to the work they do,” said Jonathan Fox, artistic director.
When asked about the funniest thing that’s ever happened during a production, he offered, “Years ago, we
did the play Take Me Out, which included a lot of male
nudity. After the performance, a woman went up to our
box office and said, ‘I’m 84 years old! I loved the nudity;
I never get to see it anymore.’”
Runner-Up: PCPA

Classical Ensemble
Santa Barbara Symphony

898-9386; thesymphony.org
“Receiving the Best Classical Ensemble award is recognition for the work the symphony does in the community,
a reflection of how important the symphony is to our
community, and inspiring to us all, as creating powerful musical experiences is core to the Santa Barbara
Symphony’s mission,” said Kevin A. Marvin, executive
director. “Thank you for the support and love; we can
feel it from the stage with every downbeat of every per-

formance. Receiving this award is recognition from our
most valuable treasure — our audience,” added Music &
Artistic Director Nir Kabaretti.
Runner-Up: Santa Barbara Strings

Funk Zone Spot

[See Drinking: Beer Selection on Tap]

BES T
of

Santa Barbara

®

Restaurant/Bar to
Watch Sports
Finney’s Crafthouse

35 State St., Ste. A; 845-3100;
finneyscrafthouse.com
A buzzy, popular spot since it opened on lower State
Street in 2018, Finney’s Crafthouse offers an ideal combo
platter for sports buffs: a fan-friendly atmosphere, 10
big screens, a casual dining menu, and 30 local craft
brews on draft. “Thank you for choosing Finney’s as the
locals’ go-to spot to watch sports, eat delicious food, and
drink great local beer,” said founder Greg Finefrock
(pronounced “Finneyfrock”). “We are proud to win
this award, proud to be a part of this amazing community, and proud of our hardworking team.” NFL
Football is the most-watched sport at Finney’s,
with a special NFL Sunday Brunch menu available through December 29.
Runner-Up: The Garden

Continued

INDEPENDENT.COM

OCTOBER 17, 2019

THE INDEPENDENT

63

BES T
of

v

Santa Barbara

®

& A BO U
T
T
U
O

c otinued

We’re so happy
Capy

Whale-Watching Tour
Condor Express

301 W. Cabrillo Blvd.; 882-0088; condorexpress.com
“Our favorite part of our job is meeting new whales, dolphins, and seals,” said Condor Express Marketing Director
Richard Slade of the state-of-the-art whale-watching business, which first launched in 1973. The current 75-foot
catamaran is an ideal platform for just about any type of
ocean outing, including whale watching, island excursions, weddings and receptions, company charters, dinner
cruises, and educational and research trips. When asked
what he wanted to tell those who voted for the Condor,
Slade said simply, “Come aboard.”
Runner-Up: Double Dolphin : Santa Barbara Sailing Center

Karaoke

The James Joyce
513 State St.; 962-2688; sbjamesjoyce.com
The James Joyce offers live musical entertainment Tuesday
through Saturday, but it becomes even more jumping on
Sunday and Monday nights, when guests take the stage,
stars are born, and the joint converts to a full-on karaoke
bar. Indy readers’ best karaoke pick for the second year in
a row, this popular downtown Irish bar has been hopping
since 1996, with an emphasis on local music — the website
even notes, “We do not book touring bands.” The crowd
is a nice mix of locals and tourists who enjoy a convivial
atmosphere of music, darts, billiards, pints of Guinness,
and complimentary peanuts (leave the shells on the floor).

2019

BEST
of

Santa Barbara

®

WINNER�

�

Thank you, Santa Barbara
Independent readers
for selecting the Zoo as:
Best Family Fun Spot
Best Summer Camp

Runner-Up: Tiburon Tavern

S.B. Tour Company

500 Niños Dr. • Santa Barbara, CA • 93103 • (805) 962-5339 • sbzoo.org

Land and Sea Tours: Land Shark

99 W. Cabrillo Blvd.; 683-7600; out2seesb.com
Locals and visitors alike love to climb aboard the Land
Shark amphibious tour vehicle, which offers an amusingly
narrated 90-minute land and sea tour. Owner/Captain
Andre Manoux said, “Having been born and raised in
Santa Barbara, I am so fortunate to be able to have a
business here too. Every day, I get the opportunity to see,
experience, and share the uniqueness and unparalleled
beauty of our city, and I truly appreciate my hometown.”
Manoux added that visitors are always curious about
celebrities who live in Santa Barbara, so the tour guides
often rattle off a list of famous names. “On numerous
occasions, we’ve had a celebrity from the list actually be
on board with them and say hello to everyone after their
name is mentioned.”

Mission Street
Featuring
Mission Street
I c e C r e a m & Yo g u r t

Markets change, but our
values remain the same.

McCONNELL’S FINE ICE CREAMS

I c e C r e a m & Yo g u r t

Featuring

Alan M. Griffin

McCONNELL’S FINE ICE CREAMS

Branch Manager,
Senior Vice President,
Investments
GRANADA BUILDING, 5TH FLOOR

Runner-Up: Santa Barbara Adventure Company
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Voted BEST Ice Cream & Yogurt Store for 30 YEARS!
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Voted BEST Ice Cream & Yogurt Store for 30 YEARS!

201 West Mission
Santa
Barbara- Outdoor
805.569.2323
Generous
PortionsSt.,
- Free
Parking
Patio
Convenient Location
201 West Mission St., Santa Barbara
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